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WHAT’S ON IN THE CHURCH & THE 

PARISH of ST JOHN’S at WHITTLE  

& CLAYTON BROOK                                                                                                     

Sunday & midweek services are listed in the diary on 

the back page along with young people’s ministry  

See weekly news for up to date dates and times 
 
BOOKSTALL • There is a bookstall at the back of St John’s  
 
 
GROWTH GROUPS in homes throughout the week,  
see Philip for your nearest one 
 
 
PARISH PRAYER & PRAISE SERVICE 
see term card available in each church 
 
 
PRAYER MEETINGS  
First Tuesday in the month 7.30pm St John’s vicarage 
Cath   
 
 
PRAYER TRIOS •Groups of 3 people praying together 
Clayton Brook  Julie  
St John’s  Cath    
 
PRAYER MINISTRY • We are a church that is committed to ministry 
through prayer, and have a prayer team who will pray with you after 
Communion has been received, or at the end of the morning service.  
We may not have all the answers, but we know someone who does! 
 
 
PRAYER CHAIN • for emergency prayer, see list in gazette or         
Sandra  
 
PASTORAL TEAM 
…..visits, listens, prays, brings Holy Communion to you 
St John’s Roland  & Susan 
Clayton Brook Les   
Gill  Brenda Janette  

 
MINISTRY CO-ORDINATORS 
Whittle: Lyndon, Deborah, Caroline, David, Cath, Roland  
Clayton Brook: Gill, Janette, Stuart, Les, Julie  
Speak to them about any aspect in church  
 
FRIDAY MORNINGS • Whittle church is cleaned & flowers arranged, 
please join in. 
 
BEEHIVE • Parent & Toddler Group meet on Monday mornings  
in Whittle Village Hall  Christine  
 
TOTS IN CHURCH • Toddler group at Clayton Brook 
term time only, Tuesday 9.15am  
 
LUNCHEON CLUB 
3 course lunch at Clayton Brook, 3rd Thursday of the month 
Leigh  
 
CAFE LIFE ● Monday 9am-2pm at Clayton Brook for tasty breakfast 
& lunch snacks Julie  
 
WELCOME TEAMS • in both churches someone will welcome you, 
answer your questions and serve you tea/coffee, if you’d  
like it.  Please come and chat before and after the service. 
 
DONATIONS • Donations to the Church are acknowledged in the 
Parish Gazette when requested. Some people wish their donations  
to remain anonymous. If you would like yours acknowledged, please 
request this at the time of donation. 
 

WHAT HAPPENS IN OUR 
CHURCH SERVICES ? 
 
We have two churches in the parish: St John’s in 
Whittle, and Clayton Brook Community Church.   
Our Vicar is Revd Philip Venables, our Curate is 
Revd Paul Davies and we have six licensed Readers, 
all of whom divide their time between both churches.  
This means that each church holds varied 
Communion services and morning worship services, 
descriptions of which are given below:  
Services at St John’s: 
Every Sunday 8.45am Holy Communion, lasting 
about an hour— This is a more formal Communion 
service, following a modern language format, and on 
the 5th Sunday from the Book of Common Prayer.  
Hymns from Mission Praise are sung to the 
accompaniment of the pipe organ. After the service, 
everyone is invited to stay for coffee/tea and to meet 
people who are arriving early for the 10.30am service.  
The 10.30am service also lasts about an hour and 
follows a different format each week—                                                   
Family Worship, which is a modern morning worship 
service led by Clergy or Readers.  During this service 
the children leave for their own teaching in Junior 
Church, returning near the end of the service.  
The 1st Sunday is an all age Family Service when the 
children stay in church with their parents.  The whole 
service is designed to enable families to worship 
together. One Sunday is a Communion service.  
Again the children leave for Junior Church, returning 
in time to come to the Lord’s table with their parents 
for Communion or a blessing.  There is also an 
opportunity for personal prayer in the side chapel 
during Communion. 
We have a small worship group who sing and play 
hymns and modern songs for all the 10.30 services.  
The words are projected onto a screen at the front of 
the church.   Tea & coffee is then served at the end of 
the 10.30 service, when many people stay to chat.  
Services at Clayton Brook: 
At Clayton Brook Community Church we worship 
together each Sunday at 10.30am, usually finishing 
around 12 noon.  Each month there are services of 
Holy Communion, or Morning Worship. Our services 
are led by Clergy or Readers. 
We cater for all ages with Junior Church providing 
groups for pre-schoolers, primary, and teenagers. 
From time to time we have All-Age services together. 
The services have a contemporary feel with songs 
and liturgy projected onto a screen. 
Our worship is led by a band (vocalists, keyboard, 
guitars, drums) and generally we sing a blend of 
modern worship songs and traditional hymns. 
During Communion, confidential prayer ministry is 
available for any needs. 
We have coffee/tea and biscuits at the end  
of each service, and encourage people to stay and 
chat.  We are a friendly fellowship and any visitors  
will be sure of a  warm welcome.    
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 St Johns and Clayton Brook now have a Virgin Money Giving Account which allows donations to either 
church by going onto the Virgin Money Giving website. You then search for St John the Evangelist, Whittle le 
Woods and we come up in the charity section as "The Parochial Church Council of St John the Evangelist, 
Whittle le Woods. Reg. Number 1134259". Donations can be gift aided and specified to a particular project. 

Dear Friends  

After our recent PCC day away I spent some 
time reflecting on the loads of good things that 
were said, and some of our dreams for the 
future, and asked myself, What would I dearly 
love St John’s/Clayton Brook to look like? If 
my dreams could come true and my prayers be 
answered, how—in one sentence—would I like 
our church to be described? The phrase that I 
came up with was this:  

“a loving church-family attracting others to 
Jesus”  

If, in 2026 (which is the goal year of our 
diocesan Vision 2026), that phrase was an 
accurate description of our church, how thrilled 
I should be.  

Why is such a picture dear to my heart? Let me 
answer that by unpicking the phrase and taking 
most of its words, one by one, and thinking 
about their implications.  

We are a church. That may sound obvious, but 
it is important. We are not merely a human 
organisation such as a club, but something 
created by the Lord Jesus Christ himself, who 
said, “I will build my church.” That gives us an 
extraordinary status—no cause for pride, 
because it is all his gift, but extraordinary 
nonetheless. As church, we are God’s special 
creation for being his community on earth, 
worshipping and reflecting him. We are pivotal 
in his purposes.  

We are a church-family. The dominant 
metaphor for church in the New Testament is 
body—we are one body, with many parts, 
different from one another but working in unity 
for the good of the whole. The other big New 
Testament picture is family—brothers and 
sisters with a heavenly Father. If ‘body’ says 

more about our functions, ‘family’ says more 
about our relationships. What is the relational 
glue that holds families together and makes 
them function healthily? It is love. So a loving 
church-family is a truly beautiful and powerful 
thing. Indeed, Jesus said it is this quality—
love—which will demonstrate to the watching 
world that we are the real thing. Which brings 
me to:  

We want to be a church which is attracting 
others to Jesus. On our day away a number of 
times we expressed our longing to be a vibrant 
and attractive community. How wonderful if 
others were to look at us and say, I want to be 
like that; I want to be part of that. The church 
should be a magnet and a moth-trap that draws 
others in. And draws them in to Jesus. We don’t 
want simply to attract others to ourselves, to 
church. Certainly we do want them in the 
church, but above all we want them to be 
attracted to Jesus. Ultimately it is not about us 
but about him.  

A loving church-family attracting others to 
Jesus. Imagine it! I hope that you are as excited 
about that possibility as I am.  

When Paul wrote his letters to the New 
Testament churches, more than once he said that 
what delighted him was to see their faith in the 
Lord Jesus and their love for one another. That 
is a real church-family: faith and love. Faith in 
Jesus—so it is a real church, not just a club—
and love for one another—which makes it a real 
family.  

How about that as a worthy goal for 2026?  

Your fellow-family-member in Jesus  

Philip  
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And, please remember the food box at Christmas.  All the Christmas 

goodies that you will be enjoying.  Buy a few extra and place them in 

the food box at the back of church. 

The food is taken to Living Waters Church in Chorley who operate a 

food bank for the needy people of Chorley and surrounding districts.  

Thank you to Don and Anne for the numerous trips they have 

made to the food bank this year     

Suggestions: 

*Mince Pies  *Chocolates   

*Christmas pudding  * Christmas biscuits etc 

*Cereal *Milk UHT *Jam *Juice *Teabags *Coffee *sugar *Toilet rolls  *Toothpaste *Soap *Toiletries 

*Nappies *Washing powder *Pasta sauce  *Noodles *Small pkt rice *Sandwich paste *cuppa soup   

Tins of…... *Spam *Corned beef *Meat *Fray Bentos pies *Carrots  *Peas *Sweetcorn *Mushrooms 

*Tomatos *Potatos *Beans *Spaghetti  *Sausage&beans *Hotdogs *Tuna *Fruit.  Thank you 

Check out the food bank facebook page, it’s good reading!   And they tell you what they are 

particularly short of.   www.facebook.com/LWStorehouse  

 

Experience the Joy of Advent 
‘Fear not: for behold I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people.’  Luke 2:10 
 
Advent starts on the fourth Sunday before Christmas.  The 
word ‘Advent’ is from the Latin word ‘adventus’ meaning 
’coming’.  Sometimes called ‘Little Lent’, it’s a time to prepare 
our hearts for the future Second Coming, as well as the birth 
of Christ. 
 
We celebrate the season with advent calendars, candles and 
evergreen wreaths – symbolising Christ as Light of the world, 
bringing new and everlasting life. 
 
Here are seven simple tips to help you experience and share 
the joy of Advent! 
1. Connect with your inner child: Think back to the time when 

you were a child, on the simple things that made you happy 
at Christmas. Focus only on the good and feel the joy of 
Christmas come flooding back! 

2. Keep it simple: This year, go for gifts and cards that share 
the meaning of the season, shop early and stay within your 
budget. 

3. Be people focused: Remember the story of Mary and Mar-
tha – keep meals simple and allow yourself time and space 
to focus on enjoying the company of your guests. 

4. Make Room for Jesus: Take some time at the beginning of 
each day to read your Bible, meditate on Scripture and 
pray. Focus on giving thanks to God for His gift of Christ 
to the world and for all He has done for us. 

5. Me Time: God wants us to prosper in body, soul and spirit, 
so try to eat healthy, don’t overindulge, take time for long 
walks and enjoy the good and simple things in life! 

6. Wear a smile and share the Joy! Finally, being joyful is a 
choice, it’s not about your circumstances. So, decide to be 
thankful this season. Wear a smile, act and talk positively, 
do small things with great love, be on the lookout for op-
portunities to do good to people. Give to the homeless, vis-
it the sick, or take gifts to lonely neighbours. 

 
If people ask you about your joy, don’t be afraid to share 
your faith. Simply explain to them that ‘Christ lives in my 
heart, and He can live in yours too.’ 

THE REAL ADVENT 
CALENDAR 

The calendar comes with a 24 page 
Christmas story-activity book  

There is a page for every day of 
Advent and some fun Advent 

challenges along the way. There is 
a line from the Christmas story 
behind each of the 25 windows. 
A great way for parents, grand-

parents and Godparents to  
share the Christmas story.   
Available now in TESCO 

DON’T 

FORGET 

http://www.facebook.com/LWStorehouse
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EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN •  
for urgent prayer or emergency prayer:   
Tel: Sandra  or  
any of the prayer chain members: 
 Ann Harris  

 Jean Owen   

 Jean Grindrod 

 Christine Whiteside 

 Francis & Peter Grieve 

 Dedrah Moss 

 Julie Summers 

 Lorraine Cliffe 

 Ethel Rowbottom 

 David Barlow 

 Sandra Cameron 

 Alex Jones 

 Cath Orr 

JOSEPH the carpenter
 

Joseph was a resident of 

Nazareth. He worked as a 

carpenter and his skills 

would have included 

making furniture, repairing 

buildings and crafting 

agricultural tools. Although 

Joseph had an honourable 

profession, he would not 

have been a man of great 

wealth  
 
In the eyes of the world, Joseph was a nobody. 

He was not a man of valour, fame and fortune. 

But he was the one who had parental 

responsibility for the greatest person who has 

ever lived! 
 
It is sad that we often equate ordinariness with 

ineffectiveness. Down the ages, God has used 

many ordinary people to accomplish great 

things. God continues to use ordinary people. 

Like Joseph, we need to know that doing God’s 

will is the most important thing in life. May we, 

this Christmas, respond to God’s call to us and 

please Him in all that we do.  By Lester Amann 

 “May the Lord shine through you  
this Christmas”  

CHRISTMAS at WHITTLE & CLAYTON BROOK  
 Friday  6 Dec  Messy Christmas at Clayton Brook 
 Saturday 14 Dec  2-4pm  Christmas Adventure at Whittle 
 Sunday 15 Dec  4pm  Carol Service at Clayton Brook 
 Sunday 22 Dec  6pm  Carol Service at Whittle 
 Christmas Eve  4pm  Crib Service at Whittle 

 Christmas Eve 11.15pm  Midnight Service at Whittle 
 Christmas Day  10am   Christmas Service at Whittle 
 Christmas Day  1pm  Christmas Day Lunch at Clayton Brook 

I saw a stable, low and very bare, 

A little child in a manger. 

The oxen knew Him, had Him in their care, 

To men He was a stranger. 

The safety of the world was lying there. 

And the world's danger.  

By Mary Coleridge (1861-1907) 

Sent in by Alex Jones (Clayton Brook) 
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Please save your 
postage stamps 
leaving ¼ inch 

around them, & 
leave them in the 

boxes in both 
churches.  Susan 
will send them to 

the Leprosy  
Mission 

AND THEN THERE WERE SHEPHERDS………… 

 Luke’s story of the birth of Jesus is brilliantly told – the 

angel’s visit to Mary to tell her she would be mother of the 

long-promised Messiah, the old priest in the Temple told by 

another angel that his wife would have a son to be called 

‘John’, who would prepare the people of Israel for that event, 

and then Mary and Joseph making the 60 mile journey from 

Nazareth to Bethlehem, as required by the Roman census. 

When they got there, no room at the inn, and they settled 

instead for a convenient stable, where Mary gave birth to a 

boy child. 

 Suddenly, Luke changes the tone. ‘And there were 

shepherds …’ – that’s what he actually wrote, just like that. 

‘And there were shepherds’, doing exactly what shepherds 

do, looking after their flocks by night. But this night was 

different: yet another angelic message – a call to abandon 

their sheep and go into Bethlehem to see the baby Messiah. 

They were given directions and a ‘sign’ to identify Him. He 

would be lying in a feeding trough. Well, at least they would 

recognise that. 

 And why the shepherds, in this glorious story of our 

salvation? Because the event needed witnesses, and the 

chosen witnesses would be this bunch of scruffy, smelly 

shepherds straight from the sheep-pen.  Nothing could speak 

more eloquently of 

God’s purpose than 

that. This was not a 

Saviour for the strong, 

rich and powerful, but 

for everybody. The 

carpenter and his wife 

guarded the Saviour of 

the world, and the very 

first witnesses were not 

kings or priests but a 

handful of shepherds. 

Nigel Beeton writes: An old joke 

about Christmas presents is that 

men always get given socks by 

unimaginative present givers. 

Well, I must say I always seem 

to get exactly the right number 

of socks, it always seems to 

roughly equal the ones that 

wear out each year. And some 

socks are really fun! But, if we 

had more feet, we could enjoy 

more socks! 

 

The Christmas Caterpillar 

Sometimes, upon a Christmas day 

I wonder if there’s any way 

That Christmas might be quite a treat 

For those who have a few more feet! 
 
I really love my Christmas socks 

That fill, each year, my Christmas box 

O Santa, festive stocking filler, 

I wish I were a caterpillar! 

By Nigel Beeton 

On December 12, 2019 

Who should Christians  
vote for? 
John Wesley has some  
wise words 
October 6, 1774 
 
“I met those of our society 
who had votes in the ensuing 
election, and advised them: 
 
1. To vote, without fee or 
reward, for the person they 
judged most worthy. 
 
2. To speak no evil of the 
person they voted against. 
 
3. To take care their spirits 
were not sharpened against 
those that voted on the other 
side.” 
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NORTHERN WOMEN’S CONVENTION 
Secure… our identity in Christ....   
 
This year there were only 4 of us who went 
along to Kings House, Manchester, to the 
Northern Women’s Conference.  We travelled 
on the train to Oxford Road, Manchester and 
from then it was just a 6 minute walk to the 
centre.  It did the heart good to see groups of 
women walking along Oxford Road all with one 
destination in mind.  As per usual the 
conference hall was packed with a sense of 
expectancy of how the day would speak to 
each of us individually. Plenty of coffee around, 
not that you needed coffee to keep you 
engaged. You must give it a go next year. 
 
The main speaker was Karen Soole.  Karen is 
the women’s worker at the recently planted 
Trinity Church, Lancaster and the chair of the 
Northern Womens Convention.  She lives in 
Lancaster and is married to Martin 
The day began looking at Ephesians 13:1-13 
The following is just an excerpt of the  morning 
session. 
 
Are we secure?,  Stay calm and stay in your 
homes?  Is the outside world threatening?  
Paul was arrested because he preached to the 
gentiles, Jerusalem was the centre of hatred.  
Grace is given to preach to the gentiles.  We 
should all know God’s purpose for our lives.  
Everybody matters, Jesus came for 
EVERYONE.  Riches do not bring security as 
there is no security without Christ. People are 
desperately poor without Christ in their lives.  
For all the riches in the world, at the flick of a 
switch it can all disappear. 
 
Whilst I personally was listening to Karen, I 
remembered a situation I was in 16 years ago 
when I travelled to Melbourne in Australia to 
visit my son and family and within 16 hours of 
arriving I was under the surgeons knife having 
major surgery.  All during this time God 
revealed himself to me in a way I shall never 
forget, in fact the last words I spoke being 
wheeled to the operating theatre was, I am 
totally in Your hands. The bible I took with me 
to the conference was the one I had whilst in 
Australia at that time and during the day on 
Saturday I had time to reflect on all the 
passages I had highlighted, as God had 
spoken to me day to day in hospital in 
Australia.  What a good time for him to remind 
me of His words to me then and reiterate them 
to me during the conference last Saturday. 
 

Another of the Seminars I attended was 
labelled  “Who do you think you are?” 
Again Ephesians 4:18  “They are darkened in 
their understanding an separated from the life 
of God because of the ignorance that is in them 
due to the hardening of their hearts.” 
The world is a dark place.  Are we an inclusive 
church, do we expect everyone to change? 
Another seminar  Confused World. 
We are told to Love one another, but what a 
confused world we have.  This seminar was 
about Gender.  God created one Man and one 
Woman.  But how confused has the world  
become?   
The world says Gender is fluid, Biology is not 
the determiner. This is being taught to our 
children in schools.  There are 100 difference 
state of gender? Gender is how someones 
feeling inside? 
Girls are encouraged to be boys?  74% of 
referrals of transgender  are girls and then in 
their 20’s they require detransitioning.. Look at 
the mental stress which has occurred. 
Surely we must embrace in who God has made 
us....Man..Woman. 
But as Christians we have to be 
compassionate to all these issues. 
 
Another seminar by Catherine Campbell.... 
Broken works best. 
I have heard Catherine before, she gave birth 
to two profoundly disabled daughters  who died 
in their early teens.  Such an inspirational 
speaker. 
Our circumstances only say where we are and 
not who we are.  God puts back broken pieces.  
Don’t be surprised at trials we are not alone in 
troubles. 
Pain is in everyone and if we don’t deal with 
the weeds which grow they will take over the 
garden.  A hurting heart provides fertile ground 
for weeds.  Forgiveness is a journey worth 
taking.  So we have a choice, deal with the 
weeds or they will deal with you.  Don’t waste 
your pain.  We have to pluck out roots of anger 
and hatred.  Not easy but we have to do it. 
 
A brilliant day even if Northern Rail cancelled 
the 6pm train  home and we had to wait 
another half an hour!! If you want to listen to 
the recordings of the talks which are well worth 
listening to for yourself they are free online 
from the end of November.  You can find them 
at: www.christian conventions.org.uk/nwc 
You will not regret listening to them. God 
always has something to say to each one of us 
and next year..........join us and come along for 
yourself.   Blessings   Anne Harris 

A Sunday school teacher asked her class, “What was Jesus’ mother’s name?”  One child answered  
that it was Mary. The teacher then asked, “Who knows what Jesus’ father’s name was?” 
A little boy said, “Verge.” Confused, the teacher asked what he meant. The boy said,  

“Well, you know, they are always talking about Verge n’ Mary.” 
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Northern  Woman’s Conference was in Manchester this year, and 4 of us went down by train 

to King’s House conference Centre, and what a great venue it was. The main hall was on level 3 

and it was great to see so many ladies from numerous churches there, all  ready to praise and 

worship our God  .10ofthose had a great display of books on the second floor. There was a lift to 

get you up and down. There was 3 piece band  a young girl on the violin a girl on the keyboard and 

another young girl on one of these like a barrel  she sat on playing as drums and she also played 

guitar. The music was amazing really good, .and all the songs were one’s that we knew .        

 Karen Soole lead us first in Ephesians 3  with Question: How secure are you ? and how 

Pauls gospel showed how the Gentiles were heirs together with the Jews. Paul broke the 

division  down. Jews  did not have priority. I went into two seminars during the day, that I 

really  enjoyed .The first one was: Living  in a gender confused world  .Karen Soole lead that . It 

was very informative . I was interested as I have a lesbian couple next door to me. She said It is 

essential we acknowledge peoples self declared gender not acknowledging this is bullying and 

transphobic trans people are dying because of transphobia in society .Society must be 

compassionate and accommodating. As Christians we should be understanding. Do you want a 

happy little girl or a dead little boy? She said a lot of interesting things on the subject, mainly that 

we should love every body.                                                                                                             

 The second  seminar I went to was lead my Catherine Campbell on secure in the middle of 

the pressures of life. she was excellent . How do you see Jesus? how am I secure in Christ? How 

do we walk in the darkest periods? God is not looking for super women, but trusting women. 

God  wants to work with us.  Don’t  waste  your pain use it and it will bring great joy so trust God .  

It was a great day and I am so glad I went and I thank Anne, Alison and Lynette for looking after 

me, God Bless you,  Julie Summers 

Christmas is peculiar.  What other time of the year do you 
sit in front of a dead tree and eat sweets out of your socks? 

Safeguarding Committee Meeting      

 21 November 2019   

The Church has a Safeguarding committee that meets at least twice a year to review safeguarding 

and related matters within both churches. The committee comprises the Vicar, the Curate, the 

Parish Safeguarding Officer, both Children’s Champions and both Vulnerable Adult Champions   

and the DBS Administrator. 

 Issues that we discussed in March and November included: 

1. A new Church poster on Safeguarding to be included on the Church website. 

2. Risk assessments for all activities in church 

3. Hiring Policy for Clayton Brook   

4. Retention period for documents   

5. Domestic Abuse and Safer Recruitment. 

6. User policies required for Facebook groups and Church website.  

7. Behaviour Policy for children and young people 

8. It was confirmed that all members of the PCC will require a DBS check through the church,   

as directed by the national Church of England Safeguarding policy. 

9. Diocesan Safeguarding Training.   

10. A Safer Recruitment Training course will be offered at Clayton Brook for PCC members    

and other volunteers probably after Easter 2020.  

It was encouraging to note that no incidents had been reported to the Diocesan Safeguarding 

Advisor during the year but that everyone had to remain vigilant. 

The next meeting will be arranged for March 2020. 
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Christmas ADVENTure 
Saturday 14 December 

2pm  -  4pm 
inside & outside St John’s Church 

Live nativity animals 

Including DONKEY RIDES 
Live music, activities and games 

Hot chocolate & Mince pies 
Bring your family and join in the fun 

Everything is FREE 

The Suffering Church 
I wonder what we would like this Christmas ? 
 
For millions of people around the world it is 
hope, peace and yes joy.  
Perhaps these are things we take for granted 
and perhaps we should be more thankful to our 
Gracious God for all He does for us.  
 
Hope comes in many forms. The provision of 
microloans to help Iraqi Christians rebuild their 
lives as they return home. Perhaps it’s one of 
sixteen Centres of Hope where local pastors can 
reach their communities in Syria? Perhaps hope 
will come in the form of a reduction in violence 
and persecution or the provision of trauma care 
and support. Perhaps its relief aid smuggled into 
North Korea by volunteers for Open Doors and 
Barnabas. Perhaps its when, rejected by your 
community for turning to Jesus you find willing 
helpers to start a new life in Iran or Myanmar.  
 
Peace comes in many forms. A reduction in 
harassment from the government authorities in 
China, Russia or India. A lessening in attacks 
from terrorist groups like Boko Haram or state 
sponsored groups in Nigeria, Central African 
Republic Somalia or Sudan. An acceptance from 
your community seeing a change in individuals in 
so many countries around the world. A more 
stable community to return to and rebuild your 
life as in Libya, Iraq and Syria. Or simply your 
neighbours do not report you to the authorities in 
Afghanistan, Iran or Saudi Arabia if you give your 
heart to Jesus. 
 
Joy comes in many forms. Perhaps receiving a 
Christmas Shoe box or a letter to a child we are 
supporting. Basic essentials of life like rice or 
soap which make life a little more bearable. A 
sense of belonging, that you are not alone in 

your faith whether in a refugee camp, a village 
where you are a minority or a secret believer. A 
bible translated into your own language or even 
part of a bible. A knowledge of people around 
the world praying for you. 
For many of us and for all those persecuted for 
their faith in Him, Jesus is the greatest sign of 
hope, peace and definitely joy that the world 
has ever and will ever see. 
  
Please also continue: 

To ask God to give us a heart of 
compassion for our fellow brothers and 
sisters who suffer in Christ’s name, 

To pray for the work of organisations like 
Barnabas and Open Doors, who we 
support as a church, 

To get newsletters from both organisations 
to keep up to date with what they and 
their volunteers are doing and  

to support in practical ways by giving to 
resource their work. 

More information can be found at 
www.barnabasfund.org and 
www.opendoorsuk.org 
 

How much you will spend on Christmas this 
year? Can you spare something to help our 
brothers and sisters around the world who have 
so little? You can donate by going to either of 
the websites above 
 

“Prayers are those glimmers of light in the 
darkness” 
 

However the most important thing about our 
prayers is that with God’s help anything is 
possible. Working with the Risen Jesus He 
can do great things, far more than we 
imagine. 
 
From David Barlow 

http://www.barnabasfund.org
http://www.opendoorsuk.org
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Nigel Beeton writes: ‘I’m often struck by the 
fact that the events of that first Christmas 
would have passed almost unnoticed by the 
man in the street. The angels appeared in the 
night to shepherds out in the hills; Jesus was 
born up a back alley behind a pub that most 
people probably didn’t even know was there. 
Was the star even distinguishable from the 
planets that people were used to seeing? 
Who actually knew what was happening? 
 
Who Knew? 
Who saw the man and pregnant girl 
Pressing through the crowded street 
Struggling through the human swirl 
On tired legs and aching feet? 
Who knew? 
 
Who heard her cries, in labour’s pain 
Deep within a battered shed? 
Who cared for their impoverished shame 
Who thought about her grassy bed? 
Who knew? 
 
Who, listening to an infant’s cries 
Hearing a birth, they thought it strange? 
Expressed an int’rest, or surprise? 
Who recognised that awesome change? 
Who knew? 
 
Who saw the shepherds rush along 
Through sleeping streets at dead of night? 
Who heard the angels’ glorious song? 
Or saw the star that shone so bright? 
Who knew? 
 
Who, fighting through the Christmas throngs 
Or, settling down to watch TV 
Eats Christmas food, sings Christmas songs 
Who can the coming Saviour see? 
Who knows? 
By Nigel Beeton 

CRIB  SERVICE 
4pm  St John’s Christmas Eve 

Children are invited to dress 
up for this service 

CAROLS at the WINTER GARDENS  
  

with speaker:  J.John 

Thursday 12 December at 7.15pm 

Including music from 25-piece band 

‘Blackpool Brass’ 

Tickets are £5 for two people 

See winter gardens website for further  

Information:  wintergardenscarols.co.uk 

CHRISTMAS UNWRAPPED  Carol Service 
  

with speaker:  J.John 

Friday 13 December at 7pm 

Blackburn Cathedral 

Tickets are £5 for two people 

see events calendar for further details 

www.blackburn.anglican.org 
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Does your Christmas 
shopping trolley  
contain  
Fair Trade  
goods? 

We collected 81 shoe-

boxes this year,  61 from 

St John’s and 20 from  

Clayton Brook.  

Down in number from 

last year, but the  

children who receive 

these boxes will be really 

excited !  Some people 

brought in more than 

one box.  Thank you to 

everyone.  And thank 

you to Gill and her  

helpers for taking  

the boxes to the  

distribution point. 

CLAYTON LE WOODS CofE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
December is such a busy month in school with so many exciting 
events taking place culminating in our Candlelight service in 
church on the 19th December at 6pm.  Every year it is such a 
fantastic opportunity for our children to share the Good News 
and celebrate God's love with the wider community.  The 
children work so hard in preparation preparing poems, prayers 
and songs. 
 
In the weeks leading up to Christmas, there are many fantastic 
events in school including a Christmas Pause Day where the 
whole school reflects on the Christmas Story and Rock Kidz are 
coming back after their successful concert in the summer to 
share their messages of friendship, trust and courage. 
 
Our Nativities will be in full swing in the month of December 
with our youngest children putting on a beautiful show for a 
delighted audience.  Also, Year 3 will be heading to the 
Blackpool Tower Ballroom for School of Dance 2019, our fourth 
attendance at an amazing event and the whole school will be 
heading to the Lowther Pavilion for the Panto. 
 
January, hopefully, will bring a little rest and recuperation with 
the children working on new and exciting curriculum ideas that 
are designed for all of our children to flourish. 
 
Mr. P. Howard,  Deputy Headteacher 
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Dear Prayer Pastors, 
 Don’t worry, Jesus once said, ‘Look at 
the birds! They don’t worry about what to 
eat—they don’t need to sow or reap or store 
up food—for your heavenly Father feeds 
them. And you are far more valuable to him 

than they are.  (Jesus in Matthew’s Gospel) 

 In these days of cold, windy and wet 
weather, it is sometimes hard to keep warm, 
and in the present culture of political 
uncertainty and confusion it is also hard not 
to worry about the future. If however, you 
are one of the many homeless in your town or 
city it can be devastating not only to be all of 
the above, but also to be perhaps lonely and 
friendless with no one to really care for you. 
 The above scenario is not a rare one 
nowadays for here in Chorley, the Food Store 
operated by our own church Living Waters, 
gives out food parcels to over a hundred 
people per month who are struggling to make 
ends meet financially, many who display signs 
of stress and worry. The Food Store not only 
dispenses food to those who need it who are 
referred to them by the various community 
agencies in the town, they also give care and 
time to listen to their stories, signposting 
them to where they can obtain further help 
and sometimes, when the opportunities arise, 
sharing their faith in Jesus encouraging them 
to believe that He cares and can and does 
answer prayer. 
 The work of the Food Store here in 
Chorley and the local churches that provide a 
meal once or twice a week are part of the 

To St John’s Whittle congregation 
 
Thank you so much for your kind 
donation to Chorley Street Pastors 
through the collecting box at the rear  
of the church.  The total amount raised 
was £44.63p.  This will be added to the 
Bursary Fund which provides support 
for aspirant Street Pastors who need 
financial help towards their training 
cost.  Your support is also a tangible 
encouragement to those who serve as 
street pastors who are also members of 
your congregation. 
Yours gratefully 
    Brian Jones, Co-ordinator 
   Chorley Street Pastors  

vital Christian witness that Chorley Street 
Pastors are part of. Their purpose is to 
‘Listen, Help and Care’ for any that they 
encounter and, as they patrol every single 
weekend throughout the year, they are able 
to build relationships with those they engage 
with regularly. Part of their ministry is to 
seek to encourage, to provide practical care 
and where possible to point them to the One 
who is the real answer to worry, insecurity 
and fear for the future. Jesus once said to a 
crowd of people ‘I have come so that you may 
have life in all its fullness’, (John 10;10) and 
on another occasion He said ‘He who follows 
Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have 
the Light of life.” (John 8:12) 
 As the street pastors patrol this 
weekend, and over Christmas and the New 
Year, please pray that in their encounters 
with people who may be worried, they will be 
enabled to bring the peace of God to all they 
meet. 
Your prayers are really appreciated, 
God Bless 

Brian Jones,  Chorley Street Pastors  
Street Pastors in our own church are:   
Roland, Hetti, Lorraine, Irene, William 

Kids  -   

Can you find the three wise men 

travelling round the church? 
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Millenium Yew in the vicarage front garden 

 

Millennium yew trees – 20 years on 

20 years ago, as 1999 drew to a close, the 

Church of England marked the Millennium by 

distributing thousands of young yew trees 

across England. In all, about 7000 seedlings 

were given to parishes requesting them. 

It was explained that the yew tree could be seen 

as ‘a metaphor for the life of faith in this country 

over the last 4000 years’, as well as a symbol of 

the spiritual life, ‘with its dormant periods and its 

coming to life’. 

David Shreeve, director of the Conservation 

Foundation, said that the yew trees were 

“planted in the spirit of a living link with the birth 

of Jesus, and as a symbol that, if we wanted this 

millennium yew to live for another 2000 years, 

we would need to care for and cherish our local 

environment.” 

Mr Shreeve believes that the project made an 

impact on the Church, helping to pave the way 

for a greater emphasis on caring for Creation, 

including the appointment of more diocesan en-

vironment officers. 

Yews are the oldest living things in Britain. The 

Woodland Trust explains that a yew is not even 

considered ‘ancient’ until it is over 900 years 

old.  The oldest tree in the UK, the Fortingall 

Yew, is estimated to be between 2000 and 3000 

years old. 

Prayer Breakfast Sasca Romania 
Hetti spoke very movingly on her visits to a care 

home in Sasca Romania,  Hetti and her friends have 

been raising money and visiting Sasca for over 20 

years.  There are 430 people in this home, ages 

range from teenagers to older people, 8 of them are 

profoundly disabled, some of them blind.  The 

money raised helps to provide nappies, for the 

adults, and other care aids.  Some of the ladies from 

Clayton Brook church have recently knitted blankets 

for the care home cots.  Hetti, and friends from a 

church in Birmingham, are the only people who visit 

this care home.  So we, and the Birmingham church 

are the only churches raising money to enable Hetti 

and friends to visit.  Hetti spoke of how the residents 

are always so pleased to see them. They take 

donated clothes with them and put on a ‘fashion 

show’ for the residents to select clothes for 

themselves.  They take some of the residents out for 

ice cream—a real treat.  And they take them yoghurt 

with mashed banana—another treat which they love.  

If you’d like to know more, Hetti would love to tell 

you.  Her next visit is early next year.  Please 

support Hetti in all her fundraising efforts. 

Just as one vicar began his Christmas 
Eve service, the electricity in the 
church failed. The wardens found some 
candles and placed them around the 
sanctuary. Then the vicar re-entered 
the pulpit, shuffled his notes, and 
muttered, “Now, where was I?” 
A hopeful voice called out,  
“Right near the end!” 
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If you are still awake at 8.20pm, try the  
following………….. 
 
HOPE Together is inviting Christians of all 
denominations to pray for 20 minutes on the 
20th of every month, throughout 2020, each 
evening at 20:20.  
 
There is a growing sense that 2020 is a year 
to harvest what’s been sown; a year when God 
will give many opportunities to share the 
good news about Jesus. Will you pray with us 
that God opens doors for the gospel?   

INTO 2020………………………………. 
Dear Lord, Thank you that you make all things new. Thank you for 
all that you've allowed into our lives this past year, the good along 
with the hard things, which have reminded us how much we need 
you and rely on your presence filling us every single day. 
 
We pray for your Spirit to lead us each step of this New Year. We 
ask that you will guide our decisions and turn our hearts to deeply 
desire you above all else. We ask that you will open doors needing 
to be opened and close the ones needing to be shut tight. We ask 
that you would help us release our grip on the things to which 
you’ve said “no,” “not yet,” or “wait.” We ask for help to pursue you 
first, above every dream and desire you’ve put within our hearts. 
 
We ask for your wisdom, for your strength and power to be 
constantly present within us. We pray you would make us strong 
and courageous for the road ahead.  
We pray that you’d keep us far from the snares and traps of 
temptations. That you would whisper in our ear when we need to 
run, and whisper in our heart when we need to stand our ground. 
 
We pray for your protection over our families and friends. We ask 
for your hand to cover us and keep us distanced from the evil 
intent of the enemy; that you would be a barrier to surround us, 
that we’d be safe in your hands. We pray that you would give us 
discernment and insight beyond our years, to understand your will, 
hear your voice, and know your ways. 
 
Forgive us for the times we have worked so hard to be self-
sufficient, forgetting our need for you, living independent of your 
spirit. Forgive us for letting fear and worry control our minds, and 
for allowing pride and selfishness wreak havoc over our lives. 
Forgive us for not following your ways and for living distant from 
your presence. 
 
Keep your words of truth planted firm within us, help us to keep 
focused on what is pure and right, give us the power to be 
obedient to your word. And when the enemy reminds us where we 
have been, hissing his lies and attacks our way, we trust that your 
voice speaks louder and stronger, as you remind us we are safe 
with you and your purposes and plans will not fail. We ask that you 
will be our defence and rear guard, keeping our way clear, 
removing the obstacles, and covering the pitfalls. Lord, lead us on 
your level ground. 
 
We ask that you would provide for our needs, we ask for your 
grace and favour. We pray for your blessings to cover us, we pray 
that you would help us to prosper and make every plan that you 
have birthed in our heart to succeed. Help us to be known as great 
givers, help us to be generous and kind, help us to look to the 
needs of others and not be consumed by only our own. 
 
May we be lovers of truth, may the fruits of your spirit be evident in 
our lives - your love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 
 
Shine your light in us, through us, over us. May we make a 
difference in this world, for your glory and purposes. Set your way 
before us that we may reflect your peace and hope to a world that 
so desperately needs your presence and healing.   Amen. 

And finally  -  what our world needs, what our 
nation needs, in 2020, is a great big group hug. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
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2019 
Year planner for St John’s  
& Clayton Brook  
Community Church 

JANUARY  
20th ‘Be my guest’ Sunday 
26 & 27 Mark Drama 
FEBRUARY 
9th Salvation Army Breakfast  
MARCH 
9th Work Day at St J and CB 
12 & 19 Lent Course @ CBrook 
16-24 Parish Mission with Oakhill   
18th Taste & See Meal 
22nd Youth Event @ St James 
25th Family Quiz & Annual Church 
Meeting 
APRIL 
2 & 9 Lent Course @ CBrook 
18 Maundy Thurs meal at CBrook 
MAY 
6th Yorkshire Camp open day 
14th Essentials Course begins 
18th Northern Men’s Convention 
30th-9th June Thy Kingdom Come 
JUNE 
8th Festival Ceilidh 
12th Women’s garden party  
30th Paul Davies Ordination 
JULY 
20th & 21st Clayton Brook Festival 
AUGUST 
SEPTEMBER 
28th Church Family Day Out 
OCTOBER 
19th PCC awayday 
NOVEMBER 
9th Prayer Breakfast 

 
DECEMBER 
See page 5 for all Dec events 
 
Please put these dates on your  
calendar/diary.  Further details 
for each date will be available 
nearer the time.  If there are any 
more events, please send dates to 
the Editor. 
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Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this 

combined edition.  Articles for the February edition by:   

FRIDAY 17 JANUARY to:  Cath Orr 

 

If you wish to contact anyone in the magazine,  

please use the contact form on this website. 

 DECEMBER  DIARY     
 
1 SUN  ADVENT SUNDAY 
   8.45    Holy Communion at Whittle  
  10.30  All-age Family Service at Whittle  
  10.30  Service of the Word at Clayton Brook 
  6pm    Parish Prayer & Praise at Clayton Brook 
   
2 Mon  9-2     Café Life at Clayton Brook 
  10.30  Beehive Parent/Toddlers Whittle Village Hall 
3 Tue 9.15    Tots at Church, Clayton Brook 
  7.30    Parish Prayer meeting at the Vicarage 
4 Wed 10.30  Holy Communion at Whittle 
       
8 SUN 8.45   Holy Communion at Whittle  
  10.30  Service of the Word at Whittle  
  10.30  Holy Communion at Clayton Brook 
  6pm    Parish Prayer & Praise at Clayton Brook 
     
9 Mon  9-2    Café Life at Clayton Brook 
   10.30 Beehive Parent/Toddlers Whittle Village Hall 
10 Tue  9.15   Tots at Church, Clayton Brook 
11 Wed 10.30  Holy Communion at Whittle  
14 Sat  2-4pm Christmas ADVENTure at Whittle (page 9) 
 
15 SUN 8.45   Holy Communion at Whittle  
   10.30  Holy Communion at Whittle  
   10.30  Service of the Word at Clayton Brook 
   4pm   Carol Service at Clayton Brook 
     
16 Mon 9-2     Café Life at Clayton Brook 
   10.30  Beehive Parent/Toddlers Whittle Village Hall 
17 Tue  9.15    Tots at Church, Clayton Brook 
18 Wed 10.30  Holy Communion at Whittle  
 
22 SUN 8.45   Holy Communion at Whittle  
   10.30  Service of the Word at Whittle 
   10.30  Holy Communion at Clayton Brook 
   6pm   Carol Service at Whittle 
   
24 Tue  CHRISTMAS EVE 
   4pm   Crib Service at Whittle (page 10) 
   11.15pm  Midnight Communion at Whittle 
 
25 Wed CHRISTMAS DAY 
   10am  Family Service at Whittle  
    1pm   Christmas Lunch at Clayton Brook 
 
29 SUN 8.45   Holy Communion at Whittle  
   10.30  Service at Whittle 
   10.30  Service at Clayton Brook 
 

►Services and meetings are subject to change,  please 
check before attending.    
 
JANUARY services will be listed on the weekly news 

St John’s at Whittle 
Crèche (from 0-3)  

A supervised crèche run by mums and helpers is 
available in the basement of the church.  Please take 
your babies downstairs at the same time as the other 
children leave for junior church.  See Rebecca, Mel, 
Jen, Carla.  Or there is a carpeted area at the back 
of church where parents can sit with their children. 
Junior Church Children aged from 3 years to 10 
years leave for Junior Church during the service 
Pathfinders for year 6 and above, leave to meet in 
their own group during the service. 
 
Clayton Brook Community Church 
Sunbeams There is a well-equipped crèche facility 
for pre-schoolers, situated in the coffee lounge area. 
King’s Kids Primary school age children (4-11) meet 
upstairs for fun, fellowship and faith building. 
Young & Free Year 6 & above.  Our teenage group 
enjoy learning and discussion together. 
Friday Club is our fun and games night.  It’s 
membership only, from 6.30 to 7.30pm on Fridays. 
 
To enrol your children in our young people’s activities,  

please see Caroline Venables at St John’s,  
or Stuart Cross at Clayton Brook 

Young  
People 


