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New service times 

from September 

9.30am St John’s 

11am Clayton Brook 

Dear Friends  

As many of you know, over the past few years the church nationally and globally has been 

rocked by scandals of abuse perpetrated by some of its leaders. Particularly shocking has been 

the sexual abuse of children, but there have also been some scandalous other abuses of power. 

People I know and some whom I know about have been caught up in these. Only a few weeks 

ago I received a text asking me, ‘Had you heard that x had resigned as vicar over charges of 

bullying and poor leadership.’ Another one. Sometimes it feels like it is happening everywhere.  

With this in mind and feeling the sadness of it all, I was struck by these words from Paul to his 

friends at Corinth at the end of his long letter:  

Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong; do everything in love. (1 

Corinthians 16:13-14)  

I took note, in particular, of that phrase be strong. It would be a shame if the misuse of power 

caused us all to become timid and shrinking. There are many calls in Scripture, especially to 

leaders, to be strong. It is the misuse of strength, not strength in itself, which is the problem. 

Jesus, gentle and lowly, was also a strong person. I have benefited from some strong leaders 

over the years.  

The word translated be courageous is more literally ‘be a man’—in today’s idiom we might say 

‘man up’. (Of course Paul is writing to both men and women.) Again, it demonstrates that re-

joicing in weakness, as the apostle did, or exemplifying gentleness, as Jesus did, are not the 

same as being a wimp.  

Then how wonderfully these two are preceded by two other short commands. Be on your guard. 

There is much in Scripture about keeping watch, being on the lookout, being on guard. We are 

to watch out for ourselves and also watch out for others, to take care of our own souls and to 

take care of theirs. And all this is to be done standing firm in the faith—rooted and grounded in 

our core Christian convictions. It’s not about me; it’s about him.  

Finally, we are to do everything in love. And that, really, would be the end of it. How could you 

abuse power in love? It’s a contradiction in terms. If everything we ever did were truly to be 

done in love, no one would ever be wrongly hurt again.  

As is often the case with Scripture, God has put together a combination of attributes and actions 

that we might not have thought of. What a wonderful quintet—be on your guard; stand firm in 

the faith; be courageous; be strong; do everything in love. And, as again is often the case in 

Scripture, it is in the Lord Jesus that we see these five most perfectly exemplified.  

We might do well to meditate on those phrases and pray them into our own lives: Be on your 

guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong; do everything in love. 

Your brother in Christ , Philip  
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LOVE  FUND 

The Love Fund consists of donations of money from various members of both 

our churches.  This can be used for anyone in our church or parish who is in 

need of help.  If you are in financial need for whatever purpose : shopping, 

bills, loss of income etc during this pandemic, then get in touch with  

Philip or Paul and they will be happy to help you.  tel:  01257 515141 

email: info@stjohnsandclaytonbrook.uk 

www.stjohnsandclaytonbrook.uk/contact-us 

HARVEST FLOWERS for CHURCH 
 
It is hoped that this year we can have many  
colourful flowers in church on Harvest Sunday to 
celebrate God’s goodness to us.  Dedrah would like 

some help to arrange the flowers.  There is also a 
need for people to help tidy up afterwards—flower 

arranging can be a messy business! 
 
Donations of money are also needed to buy the 
flowers.  Dedrah suggests that throughout the 

year, if everyone can donate 10 or 20 pence a 
week, there would be a ready supply of money for 
flowers and oasis that are needed. 

So folks, please help.  Your loose change put into 
the flower donation box, near the door, will go a 

long way towards our Harvest thanksgiving to God. 
Dedrah is also willing to teach for free anyone who 
would like to learn flower arranging.   
 
Please contact Dedrah through the contact page on 

this website. 
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More about our Climate from a Biblical point of view 

By Canon Paul Hardingham 
 
Sunday 5th September is being designated Climate Sunday, ahead of the UN’s 

climate change conference, COP26, in Glasgow during November. How should we 

approach the challenge of climate change? 

  

We have damaged God’s creation: God delights in His creation: ‘God saw all that 

He had made, and it was very good.’(Genesis 1:31). However, we have damaged 

this world and impacted people, created in His image. The burning of oil or gas and 

cutting down forests is increasing the concentration of greenhouse gases like 

carbon dioxide that trap heat in the Earth’s atmosphere. The global average 

temperature could increase by 1.5˚C in 2030, resulting in significant damage to our 

planet. Already, increasing temperatures are melting ice caps, raising sea-levels, 

changing rainfall patterns and creating extreme climate events. It’s the 70% of the 

world’s poorest population who are being impacted most! 
 
Hope is found in Jesus: He has an intimate knowledge of the workings of 

creation. ‘For in Him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible 

and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have 

been created through him and for him. He is before all things, and in Him all things 

hold together.’ (Colossians 1:16,17). Our hope for the future lies in what Jesus has 

done and continues to do in the world. He is the one who sustains creation and will 

bring everything to completion. 
 
An invitation to respond: Simple everyday actions can help to sustain our planet, 

including recycling of waste, energy saving and changes in our lifestyle and diet to 

help the planet. We can fix our eyes on Jesus, as we pray for our world for our 

world leaders, gathering in Glasgow, asking that they may reach a good agreement 

for the future of our world. 

St John’s & Clayton Brook 

Compassion Prayer Breakfast 

at Clayton Brook Church 

Saturday 11 September 8.30am 
Slightly different than usual.  Come and see.   

£2 per person sign up at the back of church 
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Something to Make You Smile (hopefully) and Perhaps Think? 
E. 

Easter 

Someone said to Joseph of Arimathea “That was a beautiful, hand hewn tomb. Why did 

you give it to someone else?” “Oh” said Joseph “He only needed it for the weekend”. 

Because of Good Friday you can look back and not be afraid and because of Easter 

Sunday you can look ahead and not be afraid. 

Education 

Teacher “Name two pronouns” Student “Who? Me? 

Comment from teacher. “I am returning this paper to you because someone has written 

nonsense all over it and put your name on the top” 

Encouragement 

Flatter me and I may not believe you. Criticise me and I may not like you. Ignore me and I 

may not forgive you. Encourage me and I will not forget you. William Ward. 

Endurance 

“Great faith is the product of great fights. Great testimonies are the outcome of great tests. 

Great triumphs can only come after great trials” Smith Wigglesworth 

Evangelism 

When we seek out that which is lost, we are loving our neighbour as we love ourselves and 

valuing people as God values them. If we, the church, keep this as our core principle, focus 

and mission, we will never become an empty building. We will be so occupied with doing 

what the Church was called to do by Jesus, taking Him to a broken world, that our doors 

will never close. Christina Caine. 

God didn’t command sinners to go to church, but He does command the church to go to 

sinners. 

Exercise 

When she was 80 Grandma started walking for her health, she’s now 97 and we don’t 

know where she is ! 

I have to exercise early in the morning before my brain figures out what I am doing. 

About the only part of the body which is over-exercised is the human jaw! 

If we are going to exercise, why not exercise kindness! 

“I’m not into exercise. My philosophy is no pain no pain” Carol Leifer 

Excuses 

A father asked his son to paint a fence and when asked why he hadn’t done it the son 

replied “Well, I would have, but I couldn’t find the axe!”  “What’s the axe got to do with it?” 

his father retorted. “Nothing. But when you don’t want to do something, one excuse is just 

as good as another!” 

Coming home, I drove into the wrong driveway, and collided with a tree I didn’t have. 

I had been driving for over forty years when I fell asleep at the wheel and had an accident. 

I collided with a stationery vehicle coming the other way. 

Experience 

“Education is when you read the small print, experience is what you get when you don’t” 

Pete Seeger 

Experience is a wonderful thing. It enables you to recognise a mistake when you make it 

again. 
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 St Johns and Clayton Brook now have a Virgin Money Giving Account which allows donations to 

either church by going onto the Virgin Money Giving website.   You then search for St John the 

Evangelist, Whittle le Woods and we come up in the charity section as "The Parochial  

Church Council of St John the Evangelist,  Whittle le Woods. Reg. Number 1134259".  

Donations can be gift aided and specified to a particular project. 

Angels unaware   by Canon David Winter 
 
One of those surveys which some newspapers love to 

publish claimed recently that a large number of British 

people believe in angels – almost as many, in fact, as 

claimed to believe in God. They didn’t tell us what people 

meant by ‘angels’. I suspect quite a few were thinking of 

young children who die, who are often now said to be 

‘angels’ ‘up there’. They’re not, of course. They are 

transformed human beings. Be that as it may, when 

Christians celebrate the feast of St Michael and All Angels 

later this month (29th), there will be many of us, inside and 

outside churches, who will wonder exactly what or who we 

are celebrating. 
 
Most simply, the word in the New Testament means 

‘messenger. An ‘angel’ is a being who brings to us God’s 

message or his help. In the Bible angels are variously 

described. The familiar notion of wings and flight comes 

from a vision given to Isaiah in the Temple when he was 

being called as a prophet. The angel Gabriel, who told 

Mary that she was chosen to be the mother of the Messiah, 

is not described at all, but his words are recorded in detail. 

Angels speak to people in dreams (Joseph, the husband of 

Mary, for instance) and Jesus spoke of ‘angels’ who 

particularly care for children (‘guardian angels’). 
 
Most people, even very devout ones, have never knowingly 

encountered an angel, I guess. However, the New 

Testament tells us that in ‘showing hospitality to strangers’ 

some of us have ‘entertained angels without knowing it’. 

Clearly wings and eyes of flame are not obligatory. Just 

human care. ‘Oh, go on, be an angel and make me a cup 

of tea!’ 

When God created the 
foundations of the 
earth, the angels had 
already been in 
existence —— 
Then the LORD 
answered Job out of the 
storm. He said: 
"...Where were you 
when I laid the earth's 
foundation? ...while the 
morning stars sang 
together and all the 
angels shouted for 
joy?" (Job 38:1-7) 
 
There are thousands of 
angels —— 
“But you have come to 
Mount Zion, to the 
heavenly Jerusalem, 
the city of the living 
God. You have come 
to thousands upon 
thousands of angels in 
joyful assembly ... 
(Hebrews 12:22, NIV)  
 
Angels worship 
Jesus— 
“when God brings his 
firstborn into the 
world, he says, 
‘Let all God’s angels 
worship Him’  
Hebrews 1v6 
 
Are not all angels 
ministering spirits sent 
to serve those who will 
inherit salvation?  
Hebrews 1v14 

“Wash your hands and say your prayers because Jesus and germs are everywhere” 
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The Suffering Church 
 
Just in case we thought that miracles don’t happen today read below how God is working 
through his followers in India. 
 
Pastor Aman and his family became Christians after God healed his mother of a terminal 
illness. The family have since led many villagers to faith in Jesus, prompting the local 
authorities threatening them and asking them to leave. But opposition was greatly reduced 
since a local girl became ill and Aman’s family were called to pray for her – and she was 
healed! “From that one incident the whole village witnessed the power in the name of 
Jesus” Aman says, asking for prayers that God will continue to use him and his family to 
bless the local community. 
 
Then there is Usha, who had a son born with physically disabled feet. She met a pastor and 
attended his church and her son was healed ! Usha then invited others in her community to 
church and many have given their lives to Jesus and her whole family are now Christians. 
Usha’s courageous faith is making an enormous difference to her community and has led to 
her being persecuted. Please pray for her and the growing faith in her community. 
 
Praveen and his wife, Shanti, became Christians when God healed Shanti after a local 
pastor prayed for her. Unsurprisingly their new faith led to hostility from their wider family 
and they had to open a shop to sustain themselves. In spite of the pandemic the shop is 
now doing well and Praveen and Shanti continue to have a powerful impact on their family 
and community. 
 
When Ankita’s son fell seriously ill, she visited many doctors, but none were able to help 
him. In despair she went to a church for prayer, even though they were Hindus. He was 
completely healed. Ankita and her husband are now Christians and active in their local 
church.  
 
Praise God for all those coming to Jesus through miraculous healings today and that 
God will continue to use His miraculous power to bring more and more people to 
Him. 
 
Celebrating Project Pearl in China 
 
It is 40 years since Project Pearl, when one million bibles were delivered to a beach in 
China on 18 June 1981. Christians managed to obtain many of those on the beach but after 
intervention by the Chinese army a large number of boxes containing bibles remained 
floating in the sea. After the soldiers left fishermen rescued many of the boxes using the 
bible pages to wrap their fish in. However, God had other ideas and when they found out, 
Christians managed to reclaim many of the bibles and thousands were distributed around 
China.  
 
One Christian, who experienced the effect of the “Pearl Bibles” remembers “It catalysed a 
great revival in China, many churches grew and thousands and thousands of people 
accepted Jesus into their lives, many leaders were raised up because they had access to 
their own bibles in their own language. Give thanks to God for the impact that Project Pearl 
has had on the development of the Church in China. 
 
It is inspirational to read about God’s work across His Church and about the impact of His 
work in the past. Our church supports Barnabas Fund and Open Doors. If you want to 
support them you can contact them via their websites www.barnabasfund.org and 
www.opendoorsuk.org. 
 
A Living Hope 
“Since then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where 
Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on earthly 
things. For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is 
your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in Glory” Colossians 3: 1 - 4. 
 
- David Barlow 

about:blank
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Do your children need help with their English? 

Virtual tuition, via Zoom, offered to all ages.  

£15 per hour 

Contact Irene Flack MA  at 

n0rthernstar58@gmail.com  

for further information 

   The sentence, ‘Are you as bored as I am?’,  
     can be read backwards and still make sense  

The whole world in His hands 
9/11 was 20 years ago this month. Five years later, coordinated suicide attacks on 

London’s transport system were carried out, also by Islamists. 52 people of 18 different 

nationalities were killed and more than 700 were injured. In 2017, 23 people died and 1,017 

were injured in the Manchester Arena bombing.  

There have been other terrorist murders; at least three plots have been foiled during the 

coronavirus pandemic. 
 
Today, the MI5 estimate of the threat of a 

terrorist attack in the UK hovers between 

substantial and severe. 

The world isn’t as secure as we had once 

hoped. In addition to the menace of 

unconstrained violence, our planet is silently 

protesting against centuries of abuse, and 

we’re only just waking up to our accountability 

as stewards. At the same time, we must come 

to terms with the knowledge that Covid-19 and 

its variations are permanent additions to the list 

of deadly diseases to be held at bay by 

immunisation. There will be more to come. 
 

Our forebears, who lived in even riskier times, drew strength from Psalm 91: 

You who live in the shelter of the Most High, who abide in the shadow of the Almighty, 

will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress; my God, in whom I trust.” 

For He will deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from the deadly pestilence  
 
The Psalm is no panacea, or divine guarantee of earthly immunity, but the assurance that 

God holds the whole world in His hands and His ultimate purposes will not be thwarted. 

mailto:n0rthernstar58@gmail.com
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A number of years ago a man asked a bishop for help. “I have done penance  
all my life. I have tried so hard to please God – but I still don’t feel any joy.  

What am I doing wrong?” The Bishop said gently: “Because, dear brother,  
you are hoping to find joy in what you have done for God.  

I am joyful because I have discovered what Jesus has done for me.”  

Repentance 
Lord God, take pity on me. 

During my infancy I ignored You; 

During my boyhood I had no interest in You. 
During my adolescence I pursued vain pleasures. 

But now, Lord Jesus, I crave Your mercy. 
I want to know You, 

I want to understand Your truth, 

I want to feel Your joy. 
By Richard Rolle (c 1300 – 1349) Hermit in Yorkshire 

The Ven John Barton on God’s search for us………………….  

Let Jesus Christ find you 

 Jesus said, ’Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my 

Father’s house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have told you that 

I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 

and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also.’ John 14:1-6 
 
 We come to church regularly to meet God. But actually, God comes to meet us. He comes 

to us personally though His Word; and in Holy Communion, Jesus arrives under cover of 

bread and wine, saying ‘this is My body; this is My blood’. 

 

 The whole Bible is the story of God searching for us, not the other way round. It begins 

with Adam and Eve running away and hiding, and that’s how it continues to this day. But it 

ends with a dramatic vision of reunion. 

 In the meantime, humanity is invited to stop, turn round, and face God who is in pur-

suit. ‘Turning round’ is what ‘repentance’ means. 

 

 Becoming a Christian is letting Christ find us; being a Christian is becoming an apprentice 

in His workforce. 

 Not long before His crucifixion, Jesus taught His apprentices about His death – and 

theirs. “I’m going to prepare a place for you, and I will come again and take you to myself, 

so that where I am you may be also.” 
 
 When we contemplate dying, it may seem like a journey into the dark. But we will not go 

alone. Never alone. As we reach out into the darkness, Christ is reaching out to us. Just as 

He has been reaching out to us throughout our lives, so He is there to grasp us as we breathe 

our last. “I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may 

be also.” 

 For the disciple, death is a union – a reunion with Christ. It’s the most natural thing in the 

world. So, we pray that at our end, we may reach out into the darkness, to find we are 

grasped by the One who has already prepared a place for us. 
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Extra from Alex & Kate 

Recently in our church's men's Bible study group Alex started a new series in Hebrews. Writing to a 

church under pressure to abandon the faith, we were struck by how the writer introduces the book 

with so many wonderful truths about Jesus in just a few verses: 

Jesus is how God speaks to us (1:2) 

Jesus is God's son (1:2) 

Jesus is the heir of all things (1:2) 

Jesus was the one through whom God made the universe (1:2) 

Jesus is the radiance of God's glory (1:3) 

Jesus is the exact representation of God's being (1:3) 

Jesus sustains all things (1:3) 

Jesus provided purification of sins (1:3) 

Jesus sat down at God's right hand in heaven (1:3) 

Jesus is superior to the angels (1:4) 

Jesus' name is superior to the angels' (1:4) 

Perhaps now, or later, when you face pressure for your faith or another trial, which of these truths 

might encourage you in the long walk of faith? 

 

Alex & Kate Asia 
 
Family Updates 
Euan and Hana had a week long break from their playschool so we took a week’s holiday including a 
night in a static caravan (A family friend took care of Rowan for us for two days!) and Euan and Hana 
also enjoyed another trip with their grandparents.  We intentionally stayed away from our phones (and 
therefore church work) and were thankful for a good break.  Kate and Alex also booked their first 
COVID19 vaccines for the end of September and hope that will help protect them and others around 
them. 
 
COVID19 and Church Situation 
Our only option for our venue at the moment is the hotel we have been meeting at., and we decoded to 
book a month at a time for some stability.  We finished booking for September recently, which we are 
thankful for. We had few new people join us recently as well. Two Brazilian girls joined one of the 
Bible studies Kate runs whilst they were still self-isolating for two weeks upon arriving in Korea  -  the 
ministry scene indeed changed a lot!  Kate is also helping to organise an online baby shower for two 
ladies at church.  We are still limited to a gathering of 4 till 6pm, and a gathering of 2 after 6pm. So all 
the church activities are mostly on line. 
 
Updates on Ministry and studies 
Alex preached at church the first two weeks of August.  He has also finished writing a 4 week Bible 
study on evangelism that we hope to study as a church at some point.  These Bible studies encourage 
people to think in our context so that we can better reach people here.  We have not decided when to 
use these Bible studies yet since the COVID19 restrictions make outreach effort quite difficult at the 
moment.  His Thursday evening Bible study had a month long break, but his new Thursday morning 
Bible study carried on and they were encouraged through studying 1Kings. 
 
Kate has now made an application for Masters in Christian Counselling with Westminster.  She will 
hear back at the beginning of September.  She is now counselling a woman in a difficult marriage and a 
man who claims to have been abused by his parents.  The second case is particularly more difficult and 
Kate and other church people who are involved are confused by what he says.  Kate has also started 
reading the Bible with two non-Christians (one Korean lady and one Chinese lady) and is hoping to 
start another English Bible study group with mums in the area.  One of them used to call herself a 
Christian, but has drifted away since marrying a non-believer.  Through this group she is also hoping to 
reach out to other pregnant ladies who don’t live in the area but who might join on line. 
 
Prayer Points 
Please pray for us and our church to share the gospel boldly as we should. 
Please pray for our new Bible studies to grow in Christ and to love each other. 
Please pray for our vaccine appointments to go well and that we will be able to take care of our 
children in the midst of it. 
 
Love in Christ,  Alex, Kate, Euan, Hana and Rowan 
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Jesus said, ‘I stand at the door and knock if anyone……
opens the door, I will come in’.(Rev:3,20) 
 
Dear Prayer Pastors, 
Whenever I read the above words of Jesus, I am reminded 
of the time when Paul, as part of his second missionary 
journey, visited Phillipi and came across a group of people 
who met to pray outside the city. We are told in Acts 16:14 

in the words of Luke  ..’As Lydia listened to us, the Lord 
opened her heart to accept what Paul was saying’. 
 
What a simple sentence with such encouraging and hopeful words, for it seems that it 

wasn’t the eloquence of Paul’s preaching that opened Lydia’s heart but the Holy Spirit 
who made Paul’s words understandable to her. Elsewhere in the scriptures we read in 
Psalm 119:130, ‘The entrance of Your word gives light.’ (understanding). 
 
This is very encouraging to the street pastors who pray every week before they go 

out on patrol that they will have the opportunity to share something of the Truth of 
the Gospel as they engage with those they meet. Recently one of our street pastors 
has produced a small laminated scripture passage explaining the Gospel in simple 
terms to hand out to those they encounter trusting that as they read it subsequently 
that God would ‘open their hearts to the word’ just as He did with Lydia of old. 

Jesus is the same today, yesterday and for ever and therefore we can pray that this 
weekend and during next week’s Tuesday Market patrol He will open hearts to the 
truth of the Gospel. 
 
N.B. We urgently need more street pastors, since many who were formerly ac-
tive have both directly and indirectly been preventing from patrolling due to the 
pandemic. If you know anyone who may be interested in training to become a 
street pastor, please contact me using my details below. 
 
Your prayers are vital to us, please continue to pray that hearts may be opened. 
thanks.  God bless,  Brian  
  
Brian Jones 
Chorley Street Pastor’s Co-ordinator 

chorley@streetpastors.org.uk 
07751 996460 

“Why don’t you stop 
wondering what’s 

wrong with the world 
and read the manual” 

mailto:chorley@streetpastors.org.uk
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By the Revd Peter Crumpler, a Church of England priest in St Albans  

Five things we’ve learnt about Truth in the pandemic 

I’m involved in a project rooted in the Church of England’s St Albans diocese, north of London. We 

bring together people from a range of backgrounds and faiths to address the question ‘Where is 

Truth now?’  A vital issue for us from recent months has been ‘How has truth fared during the 

pandemic?  Here are five key points. 
 
Truth can save your life. 

Knowing the truth about the Covid-19 virus and vaccines gave vital protection during the pandemic. 

The advice of scientists, health professionals and researchers has been widely sought out and 

debated. 

But we’ve also seen a rise in conspiracy theories, anti-vaccination campaigns and growing confusion 

as people challenge the extent of the pandemic, and whether Covid-19 is really a threat. Social 

media algorithms stand accused of spreading misinformation faster than reliable facts and 

corrections.  
 
Truth comes from trust. 

Knowing who to trust is one of the fastest growing challenges facing anyone wanting to know more 

about the pandemic and its causes. 

While faith in doctors and scientists is generally good, trust in politicians has remained low, and 

scepticism and confusion are growing. 
 
Truth can be found on your doorstep – but not always. 

Local information has become more important, especially during lockdowns. But with local 

newspapers and radio in decline, neighbourhood social media networks have been taking their place, 

spreading information – not all of it verifiable and sometimes incorrect. 

Often, it’s fear that drives our response to the stories we read. We eagerly consume stories 

highlighting a new ‘threat’ from Covid or scapegoating people not keeping to the lockdown rules. 

We respond emotionally, ‘with our gut’ – rather than our brain or intellect. 
 
Truth has to be valued and protected. 

Reliable, trusted journalism has been at a premium. ITV News journalist Julie Etchingham defended 

the role of the media during Covid-19. The news presenter, a practising Roman Catholic, explained: 

“Many in our front-line services and the wider public are demanding answers. We are there on their 

behalf.” 

In December 2020, Yorkshire Post editor James Mitchinson, published his response to a reader who 

believed social media posts over his newspaper’s reports. The open letter, headlined ‘Do not believe 

a stranger on social media who disappears into the night’ sets out the contrast between verified 

public interest journalism and disinformation posted online. 
 
Truth can be complicated – and that’s ok. 

Throughout the pandemic, politicians have spoken about ‘following the science.’ This, they have 

said, has guided their decision making. Yet scientists can have a range of views, based on similar 

research findings. It’s in the discussion and debate that scientific truth arises. 

People accept that the ‘scientific evidence’ is not always straightforward. We know that truth can be 

complicated, from our own daily lives. So politicians who level with their electors about the 

complexity of the decisions are often received with more credibility. 
 
In continuing to ask the question “Where is Truth Now?” our modest project is helping to keep the 

conversation going – and encouraging others to do the same. 
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AJF Professional Sprayers & Decorators 
 

07971571665 - 01257412775 
 

www.ajfprofessionaldecorators.co.uk 
 

A professional decorating company  
based in Whittle-le-Woods.  

We spray PVC, doors, windows, kitchens,  
interiors and everything in between.   
Please get in touch for a quotation. 

If your local business would like a free advert  
in the Gazette,  please contact the Editor 

Canon Paul Hardingham considers how 
various people respond to God…………. 

The Parable of the Sower 
 
Looking at the Parable of the Sower (Mark 4:1-

20) is a story of a farmer who sowed his seed 

in different type of soils. These represent the 

different responses of the heart to God’s Word 

(v15-20):  
 
The hard heart: ‘like seed along the path…as 

soon as they hear it, Satan comes and takes 

away the word that was sown in them.’ (15). 

Some people, when they hear the message, 

get distracted eg social media, work or 

relationships. Personal priorities prevent 

them from hearing God.  

 

The shallow heart: ‘like seed sown on rocky 

places…since they have no root, they last only 

a short time. When trouble or persecution 

comes because of the word, they quickly fall 

away.’ (16,17). These are the people whose 

heart isn’t open to the message. When 

things become uncomfortable or 

discouraging, they are ready to quit.  

 
The crowded heart: ‘like seed sown among 

thorns…but the worries of this life, the 

deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for 

other things come in and choke the word, 

making it unfruitful.’ (18,19). This soil is most 

relevant for us today. People crave status, 

comfort, security and personal desires 

alongside the things of God. It’s a heart that 

is worried about life getting out of control!  

 
The open heart: ‘like seed sown on good soil, 

hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop – 

some thirty, some sixty, some a hundred times 

what was sown.’ (20).   This represents the 

open heart that listens and accepts Jesus’s 

word, and is ready to follow Him however 

difficult things become.  

 
What kind of soil is our heart? Are we hard, 

shallow, crowded or open? Do we have a 

heart of faith to follow Jesus in every 

aspect of our lives? 

http://www.ajfprofessionaldecorators.co.uk/
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EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN •  
for urgent prayer or emergency prayer:   
Tel: any of the prayer chain members: 
 
 Gill Wright 

 Ann Harris  

 Christine Whiteside 

 Francis & Peter Grieve 

 Dedrah Moss 

 Julie Summers 

 Lorraine Cliffe 

 Ethel Rowbottom 

 David Barlow 

 Sandra Cameron 

 Alex Jones 

 Cath Orr 

The prayer chain is still up and  
running during these unusual days.   
If you have an urgent or emergency 

prayer, then telephone any of the 
numbers below. 

Thank you to everyone who  
has contributed to this  

month’s Gazette.   
Please send in your articles & 

comments for the OCTOBER  

edition before the end of  

SEPTEMBER to: 
 

Cath Orr 
 

The editor would welcome  

comments on any article  

in this gazette 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Living Waters Food 
Bank: 
Thank you so very much to everyone who 
supports the food bank through single 
donations and standing orders. We are so 
grateful and it allows us to do so much 
more. Please consider sending a gift 
through our bank transfer or look on our 
facebook page. We are so grateful to you 
for your kindness and generosity to those 
less fortunate.  
Please message us or add your email in 
the bank reference box if we can claim 
gift aid.  
 
There is a food collection box in Clayton 
Brook church  and if you are in Chorley 
you can still drop off donations at Living 
Waters Church, in Bolton Street.  
Tuesdays & Fridays 10am to 2pm.  Or 
give a money donation on their website:  
www.facebook.com/LWStorehouse  
or—most supermarkets have food bank 
trolleys 

http://www.facebook.com/LWStorehouse

