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 St Johns and Clayton Brook now have a Virgin Money Giving Account which allows donations to 

either church by going onto the Virgin Money Giving website.   You then search for St John the 

Evangelist, Whittle le Woods and we come up in the charity section as "The Parochial  

Church Council of St John the Evangelist,  Whittle le Woods. Reg. Number 1134259".  

Donations can be gift aided and specified to a particular project. 

Dear Friends  

‘And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will 

happen to me there.  I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison 

and hardships are facing me.  However, I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only 

aim is to finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of 

testifying to the good news of God’s grace.’ (Acts 20:22-24)  
 
As I was asking the Lord what I might write for this month’s gazette, the phrase that popped 

in to my mind was ‘not knowing what will happen.’ There it is, above, in its context.  

It is yet another phrase, from the Bible, that feels so appropriate for our times. Not knowing 

what will happen. Amen and Amen. In my sermon on Sunday I quoted some words from a 

therapist, referring to people’s mental and emotional states during this pandemic. Nearly all 

of it rang true, but most of all this line: ‘It is difficult to cope when . . . we see the finish line 

move farther and farther away.’ So true. It’s that same experience—‘not knowing what will 

happen.’ In the Western world we have grown used to having an extraordinary level of 

control over our circumstances and it has proved quite a shock to have that taken away.  
 
So what gave Paul this bounding confidence to keep going? Surely, it was this deep 

conviction that he had an aim and a task in life—testifying to the gospel of God’s grace—

that could not be prevented by any circumstances. Whether in prison or free, whether at ease 

or in hardship, whatever might happen, he could still testify to the gospel of God’s grace. 

And he did! I hope that I—and you—can grow in an assurance that even in these restricting 

times we can still serve the glorious gospel of Jesus. We still have a great purpose and 

reason to be on this earth!  
 
Paul spoke these words some six or seven years (probably) before his execution in Rome. 

My only aim, he said, is to finish the race. Wonderfully, he did. Just before his death, in his 

last recorded piece of writing, he told Timothy, ‘I have fought the good fight, I have kept 

the faith, I have finished the race.’ (2 Timothy 4:7) May God keep us through this present 

time—with all its ‘not knowing what will happen’—so that, by his grace, we might 

complete whatever it is he has given us to do.  

Your brother in Christ  

Philip  



3 

Jesus says “follow me” at least 20 times in all four Gospels 
 
Jesus comes to us right in the middle of our busy lives.  Our immediate response might well be 

that it would be much better if he were to wait for the weekend or until we ’ve got a week of 

holiday or until we’ve sorted out some of the problems we’ve got at the moment.  But Jesus 

says to us, “No, now is the time to follow me” 

I wonder what’s happening for you today?  Let me tell you this.  Nothing could possibly happen 

in this day that is more important than hearing the voice of 

Jesus as he invites you to follow him.  Whether the day ahead 

looks really exciting or deeply boring Jesus is calling you.  

Whether you are feeling fit and well or tired and in pain, Jesus 

is calling you.  Whether you’ve followed Jesus for years or you 

are hearing this for the first time, Jesus is calling you. 

Jonathan Edwards, Premier Voice of Hope  

 From Irene 

Hi.  You may, or may not, know that I am one of the team 

of Chorley Street Pastors. We are patrolling early evenings 

at the moment and are looking into maybe starting a  

Tuesday afternoon patrol to coincide with market day. 

What we are needing is a dedicated team of Prayer Pastors 

to back us up when we are out on the streets of Chorley. To this end, some of us feel 

led to start a WhatsApp group for instant prayer needs to be communicated, and also  

a Zoom prayer meeting, for about 45 minutes, to cover the patrols as they set out  

each time. 

The schedules can vary but at the moment this would be around 7-8pm on Fridays 

and/or Saturdays. We appreciate not everybody can commit to every prayer session 

but we hope to form a team on a rota basis. 

If you would like to be involved in both, or either, of these initiatives, please email 

me: ISFlack@UCLan.ac.uk. 

 Blessings, Irene. 

LOVE  FUND 
The Love Fund consists of donations of money from various 

members of both our churches.  This can be used for anyone in 
our church or parish who is in need of help.  If you are in 

financial need for whatever purpose : shopping, bills, loss of 

income etc during this pandemic, then get in touch with  
Philip or Paul and they will be happy to help you. 

email: info@stjohnsandclaytonbrook.uk 
tel:  01257 515141 

www.stjohnsandclaytonbrook.uk/contact-us 

mailto:ISFlack@UCLan.ac.uk
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Thanks to David 
 
David and I began training at the same time and almost immediately were asked to preach and lead 

services. We were both given so much encouragement from the wider church and the PCC. Who also 

verified our calling into this ministry. We were both supported by our prayer groups, a valuable asset 

to us. It was also a time for changes being made to the courses that were used, at this time 1988 pen 

and paper and highlighters were still being used. 

 

My memories whist training with David for the Reader ministry in The Blackburn Diocese take me 

back to the long drives in the winter nights to Burnley along the New M56. Snow ,fog, very cold 

evenings and only coming back around 10:30 / 11.00 PM....Margaret Baxter a very good modern 

scripture teacher and mentor to us both. We also travelled up to 

churchtown meeting with Derek Leyland vicar of St Helens church, his 

advice as the syllabus was being changed was to choose 4 or 5 

theological books and read and study them. 

 

David brought his love for football into many of his sermons (I suppose 

someone had to support Oldham althletic!). We very often led and 

preached at the same services . What a privilege to carry everything to 

God in Prayer. I really enjoyed the times we led the Good Friday plus 

other church festival services using many trying out new songs and ways 

to worship. 

 

We worked together again when Diane and I were asked to join the 

Leadership team in the new church plant at Wooden. A truly lay led church growing and using many 

new types of worship and liturgies. A valuable time of learning in a team ministry setting.   

 

We learned so much as we worked together, running the then diocese introduction course for 

ministry calling, God our Rock over the two years course. I wonder if any of you remember those 

times of very good fellowship and training? 

 

It has been a good 32 years as readers together, our lives have been through many tough times and 

many good and happy times. With Diane's and Marion's loving support we have a lot to be thankful 

for. As you will know David, God is full of surprises. Every blessing on your next journey. 

So thank you so much for your gracious and spirit filled ministry.  God Bless. Les x 

 

From Diane, 

Les and I have been friends of David and Marion for many years David has always been a great 

encourager to our ministry first to Les when they trained together then later when I felt called to train 

as a licensed lay reader. the first sermon I preached David came along to support me in prayer. 

Through out my training David was very supportive, I learned a lot from him listening to him preach 

and lead and of course Marion too was always very supportive of my ministry. 

 

We will miss you it has been a privilege serving with you both in the different churches of the parish 

David always had the strength and courage to step out in faith and work in the power of the Holy 

Spirit to live and work to Gods praise and glory we will miss your Ministry in our parish but I am 

sure God has new plans for you both.    

 

(There are more tributes to David on page 6 and even more on page 8 ) 
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The Unquiet Dead 
By Robert Allen included  in  a book of An Anthology of Poems and Short Stories.  
 
 Friends tread softly through the sacred woods and green fields of Flanders. 

Walk reverently over a land soaked in blood.   

The blood of thousand upon thousand of men, both friend and foe.  Remember and shed a tear for 

youth deprived of their tomorrow by Man’s descent into barbarity. 

 The sun of early autumn shines brightly on peaceful villages, a scene that changes as twilight 

creeps over the land.  Then on the ridges of Ypres and countless others, see the gently autumn mists 

clothe the unclothed dead. 

 As the gloom deepens the scene becomes a lunar landscape which was that of Flanders of  

1914-18.  Trees with shattered trunks, shell holes each with their complement of rotting dead.  

Yesterdays children, with bandaged eyes and hands upon each others shoulders, play a more deadly 

game of follow my leader than ever before. Advancing with hesitant gait they slither and slide on 

slimy duckboards, paying their tithe to hell with fatal plunge into the muddy depths.  Resignedly and 

silently embracing their tomb, or yell and scream, clawing with broken hands and fingers as they are 

drawn inexorably into the grey filth. 

 See the ghosts of a betrayed and wasted generation rise silently, friend grasping hands with 

former foe with arms about each other, moving over the landscape.  United in their curse on those, 

who with puffed up pride lead them to destruction. 

 Moving among the spectres of the young, the false posturing politician and mindless strutting 

generals, condemned to rise from hell and wander among those whose lives they held so cheap.   

All bearing testimony to the terrible power that is in the hand of Man.   

 At which Nature cries out at the carelessness of our stewardship of her world. 

   -  Anne Harris 

Poppy Appeal 2020 
 Look out for the Poppy Appeal again this year, but not so much via street collections. 
Instead, the Royal British Legion will focus on contactless donations, as a safer way 
forward during the pandemic. 
 One such method will be ‘point of sale donations’. This means that when you shop at 
your supermarket and reach the till or online, you may be invited to round up your total to 
the nearest pound to help the Poppy Appeal. 
 A spokesman for the Royal British Legion said: “The Poppy Appeal 2020 is very 
much still going ahead”, but that “the safety and wellbeing of our volunteers, staff and 
members is paramount. 
 This means that collectors who fall into the vulnerable category have been advised 
“not to take part in activity on behalf of the Poppy Appeal that would expose them to any 
additional risks while coronavirus is still present.” 
 And yet the need is still huge: “Members of the Armed Forces Community are 
suffering significant hardship as a result of the Covid-19 outbreak and we at the Royal 
British Legion will do everything we possibly can to support them.” 
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 More tributes to David………………………..                                                         
           
I first remember David from over 30 years ago. I had recently returned to church after my college 
time rebellion. I attended St John’s and this new church plant was opening up - David was one of 
the leaders. I attended services but had never been part of the team. My first real involvement was 
through David who asked me to read the bible reading. A first step on the road to becoming a reader 
(or LLM to use the new terminology). David was & is inspiring in a quiet calm, way. He was 
always my mums favourite preacher. He along with Les led the God Our Rock course another 
stepping stone to becoming a reader. Can never thank him (& Les) enough for their gentle 
encouragement, for their positive role models & all their wonderful teaching. Praise the Lord for all 
their hard work.   
 - Kathy Bigio 
 
 
David always had a good message to preach. 
When I was training to become a layreader I struggled at times doing the essays.  So much that I 
was on the point of giving up.  David came to my house and gave me such encouragement that I 
carried on.  Thank you David. 
Ian, a resident from Liseux Hall, used to sit at the front of church and was eager to hand David’s 
bible to him or to pick up any papers David might have dropped.  David never got distracted by him 
and was pleasant and generous towards Ian.  Thank you again David.    - Roland     
  
Thank you David for all you have done as a reader at St John’s and Clayton Brook. I have known 
you for 16 years mainly through Growth Group and later as a fellow reader. You have given me 
encouragement throughout, firstly as we all did the Sean course together over 2 years, then God our 
Rock with its topical essays, and finally during my years of reader training and even more essays. 
You have been very supportive and kind and I have appreciated it very much. I am glad you and 
Marion will still be around and hope you enjoy your retirement! Many thanks once again!  
Love and best wishes from Gill ... and Robin too xxx 
 
I was very sad to hear of David’s decision to retire, I have loved every one of his sermons and have 
been inspired by his words. He has strengthened my understanding of our Lord and how he loves 
and protects us. David used humour and wit in his words (mentioning Oldham Athletic and Bruce 
Springsteen a few times!), this held our attention and showed a place for Christ in contemporary 
society, and this is important if we want our church to thrive in this increasingly sadly secular 
world. I wish David and Marion every blessing for the future. He will be missed.  Jane Ogle 
 
Thank you David for all your hard work and ministry at St Johns & Clayton Brook over the years 
-  Susan P 
 
Dear David and Marion, Understand but so sorry to think that we will not listen to your sermons 
again.  You have been a faithful servant in the name of Christ.  Funny, thought provoking and I am 
sure I will not forget you support Oldham!!  Well done in your ministry in St Johns and on the 
Methodist circuit, you have spoken to many hearts.  Not a lot to say except we will miss you.    
Love to both you and Marion.  Many blessings to you both,  Anne and Don xx 
 
David, 
Thank you for your Ministry over many years which has been both a pleasure and real blessing. 
I shall greatly miss the articulate way you introduced Oldham Athletics football score into the 
Sermon, a God given gift. 
I am sure l echo the same sentiments from your brothers and sisters across the Methodist family. 
We are extremely fortunate that we will continue to share your humour honesty and wisdom in our 
Growth Group.  You are a trusted friend and at time’s confidant. 
It would be unwise not to include the glue in this partnership -  MARION of course. 
Once again David a massive Thank You from Carol and myself. 
Every Blessing  -  Lyndon 
 
Thank you so much for your many, many talks and sermons delivered with authority and love. 
Blessings as you move to this new phase of your life.  -  Irene 
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‘Renewal’ for Church is coming despite ‘trauma’ of pandemic  
The Church will emerge “renewed and changed” from the crisis of the 
global coronavirus pandemic, the Archbishops of Canterbury and York 
have said. 
In a recent joint address to members of the Church of England’s 
General Synod, Archbishops Justin Welby and Stephen Cottrell said 
that amid a time of trauma, loss and struggle in this country and around 
the world, Christians have proved to be a “people of hope”. 
The address came at the start of special, one-day sitting of Synod in 
London, with reduced numbers, to make a rule change to enable it to 
meet remotely during pandemic restrictions. 
Archbishop Justin acknowledged the multiple challenges and crises 
we are facing including hunger, poverty, domestic violence and climate 
change. 
He said churches have played a vital role serving their communities and 
bringing hope through the gospel. But the Church itself will, he said, 
emerge changed. 

“We do not know what kind of Church of England will emerge from this time except that it will be 
different,” he said.  “It will be changed by the reality that for the first time all churches have closed – 
first time in 800 years. It will be changed because for the first time we have worshipped virtually.” 
He continued: “Out of these times we will see renewal – not because we are clever but because God is 
faithful.   
“We will see a renewed and changed Church emerging from the shocks of lockdown. 
“It is a Church that at the most local has fed so many, been in touch with the isolated through the 
heroic efforts of all who take part in it, of clergy and laity and those who even weren’t near the church 
before these times. 
“It is a Church which has continued to pray and to offer worship through our Lord Jesus Christ, even 
if in new and unusual ways.” 
 
Archbishop Stephen said he was thankful for the faithfulness of all who have served others during  
the crisis and risen to the challenge. 
He added: “I am thankful that despite all the horrors of a Covid world we are learning a new 
commitment to Christ and how to be a humbler, simpler, church and we are putting Christ at the 
centre of our lives and learning very, very, very painfully what it really means to be a church that is 
dependent on Christ alone. 
“And I am filled for longing: I long for us to be a more Christ-centred and Jesus-shaped church 
witnessing to Christ and bringing the healing balm of the Gospel to our nation for this is our 
vocation.” 

The Revd John Crew considers an historic moment in recent history: 

80 years on, we still need courage and endurance 
This year is the 80th anniversary of the Battle of Britain – when the horrors of the Luftwaffe 
bombs were heavy over British skies. On this Remembrance Day we can only imagine the 
terror of living in Coventry, in Liverpool, in London during those months, 80 years ago. It 
must have seemed like the beginning of the end of the world. 
It is a good time to stop and thank God that in the end, evil did not prevail. Hitler did not win 
the battle to dominate Europe. His expected ‘rule of a 1000 years’ lasted a mere 12 years 
(1933 to 1945). And we can thank God for the courage and endurance of our fathers and 
grandfathers, our mothers and grandmothers, in the midst of such towering darkness and 
destruction. 
Sadly, 80 years on, the world is still at war. Man’s greed, 
arrogance and desire for domination have not gone away. There are 
still battles to be fought for our land, major problems to be solved. 
Coronavirus, economic uncertainty, terrorism, climate warming. 
The threats are different from Hitler, but our need for courage, 
endurance and perseverance is the same. 
It is a good time to pray for our nation and ourselves, to turn to God 
in repentance and in faith, to ‘walk more nearly’ and ‘follow Him 
more clearly’. It is a good time to be ready to serve our God and 
serve our neighbour in whatever ways lie open before us. 
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Marilyn Raeburn (Clayton Brook 
church) would like to inform everyone 
of the Morrisons elderly and vulner-

able delivery service.  You need to 
place your order by telephone 0345 
6116111 option 5, and they will deliver 
the next day except Sunday.  Delivery 
charge is free.  Payment is by card, no 

cash, to the driver. 

And yet more tributes to David………………………..       

                           
From a purely selfish point of view, I feel quite devastated that David should be abandoning the 
lectern! I have always hung on to his every word and marvelled at the depth of his Biblical 
knowledge. Obviously all his sermons have been so very well researched, full of interest and having 
the ability to touch the hearts of everyone. He was blessed with a gift of being able to deliver his 
words with fluency and clarity. This being so, I have often suggested to him that he should abandon 
accountancy and train for the ministry in order to become a full time vicar! Above all this, his 
Christian faith shone out and I am sure that he has probably been influential in bringing many 
parishioners and sceptics nearer to God. It was always an honour to read the lesson  on days that he 
was preaching and listen to his interpretation. Yes, I shall miss him so much. 
 That was the selfish paragraph! Of course I wish him health and happiness in the years to 
come. Obviously much hard work has gone into the preparation of his sermons. Perhaps instead of 
finalising his sermons on Saturdays, he will be able to attend some of his beloved  Oldham Athletic 
matches! Thank you David for everything you have given me. I look forward to returning to St. 
John’s when we will all be Covid safe and meeting up with you and Marion again.    
- Valerie Reddecliffe 
 
Many of your sermons, David, have passed under the rafters at St John’s.  BUT the greatest moment 
was near the end of one of those sermons when you pointed at the congregation and said,  
“What is stopping you from coming to Jesus” there must have been a great celebration in heaven 
when you said those words with such zeal and passion.  That is something I will never forget.  
Thank you, David  -  Cath 
 
I’d just like to say, thank you David for all those sermons you shared with us over your many years 
of ministry. You and they will be sorely missed, especially when your favourite football team is 
mentioned and the joy you bring to those members of the congregation who think otherwise. 
It has been an honour to know you from our governors days, to the various house groups we have 
been in together.  Thank you for your passion and evident love of God and his word and thank you 
for your faithful service to our God and for bringing his message to the many lost souls over the 
period of your ministry. 
I wish you every happiness in the next chapter of your life and know that God has not yet finished 
with you.  Every Blessings to you and Marion   -  Love Angie and Sean 
 

And finally  -   “You are not going to retire, you are going to refire”  -  anon 
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Claire Daniel, author of '80 Reflective Prayer Ideas' and '80 Creative Prayer Ideas' reflects 
on the enduring significance of rainbows 

 
Keep looking for rainbows 
During lockdown rainbows became a symbol of hope and 
solidarity in a whole new way, as a collective display of our 
gratitude to those key workers doing their all to care for and 
support others. Like many families, we made rainbow 
pictures to display in our windows and loved seeing people 
stop and smile whilst out on their daily walks. It was uplifting 
to see the various rainbows painted, drawn and displayed in 
houses, shops and even on lamp posts in our community. It 

provided a fun spotting game to encourage our boys along on our walks but also generated 
a real sense of unity. 
Perhaps you also made a rainbow or found the sight of them raised your spirits, as you saw 
them appearing in your local area. They were a powerful reminder that, even in times of 
uncertainty, hope can be found, if we only take time to look for it. Rainbows have always 
been significant to Christians, as a symbol of God’s promise and faithfulness. An emblem 
of peace throughout the ages, Genesis 9:16 tells us that  ‘whenever the rainbow appears in 
the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between 
God and all living creatures of every kind on the earth.’ It is interesting 
that these rainbows appeared during the ‘storm’ of coronavirus, signifying 
the determined hope held in the midst of this storm, that it will end and 
brighter days will come.   
 
I’ve noticed, though, that over time our rainbows faded in the summer sunshine and many 
others have now become weathered, or were taken down as restrictions lifted. If we are 
honest, some of those feelings of connection and shared experience may have faded too, 
as the pace of life began to change again for many of us. But the rainbows displayed 
across our communities have not entirely disappeared, and that's fitting in these strange 
between-times; like Noah and his family, we are still waiting for the waters to recede. 
It's now clear that there are still stormy waves of uncertainty ahead and no one knows 
when we'll being able to step onto 'dry land' again. Meanwhile, the continuing impact of the 
storm of Covid-19 remains different for each of us. For those who found lockdown life an 

isolating experience, the relaxing of restrictions over the summer gave much 
needed freedom to go out into the world again, however tentatively, to see family 
and friends and return to work.  Others, those shielding, and tens of thousands of 
care home residents, never even tasted freedom before the restrictions were 
reintroduced. 

 
For everyone, this has been a season of unexpected change, fear and loss. In this 
continued uncertainty, we are still waiting for dry land to be in sight. It's as if the waters 
began to recede and, like Noah, we sent out a raven, to check on the state of the flood. 
The news is dispiriting, and as recent weeks have brought rising infection rates, further 
lockdowns and new regulations, it's clear we need to remain in the ark of caution and 
preventative measures for now. The longed for dry land and the olive branch carried by a 
dove are still some way off. 
And yet, while much remains unclear and we still have to go one day at a time, God’s love 
and covenant promise do not change. Life is not all rainbows and sunshine but each day 
holds hope, breaking through in even the hardest and darkest times. 
There is hope to be found in every changing season, even when it 
seems lost beneath   the waves, if we keep looking for it and 
celebrating it when we find it. 
One of the most important places we find hope is in the sacrifice 
made by those who work tirelessly for others in hospitals, care 
homes and the wider community. May we go on remembering them, 
and giving thanks for them, and may we be determined not to let 
community solidarity fade. May we never stop looking for rainbows 
in the everyday of life, seeking a hope that does not fade or vanish,  
whatever the circumstances. 
 

we are still 
waiting for  
the waters  
to recede 

we are still 
waiting for 
dry land to  
be in sight 
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Why should you bother to pray? 
 
The great preacher C.H. Spurgeon once said 
this of prayer:  
‘God says to His own son: “Ask of Me and I will 
give you the nation for your inheritance.”  
[Psalm 2:7-8] ‘If the royal and divine Son 

cannot be exempt from the rule of asking, that 
He may have; you and I cannot expect that rule 
to be relaxed in our favour.  
God will bless Elijah and send rain – but Elijah 
must pray for it.’   

And God promises us that if we really seek 
Him, He will make sure that we find Him. 

Ed’s football challenge 
Ed Lillie is from Clayton Brook church 
 
A triple cancer patient from Chorley is taking part in a 

football 'keepie-uppie' challenge to raise funds for lesser 

known cancer charities. 
 
Ed Lillie, who turns 60 in November, was diagnosed with 

the rare and incurable blood cancer, Waldenstrom’s 

Macroglobulinaemia, a form of non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma, 

but has since developed prostate and kidney cancer. 

Ed receives treatment at The Christie NHS Foundation 

Trust and is now trying to raise awareness of  '20 for 

20', a smaller cancer charities programme that serves WMUK, the organisation that helps 

people with Ed's form of blood cancer. 
 
Ed said: "I decided that I wanted to help but, still shielding, I decided to do a football keepie-

uppie challenge from the safety of my back garden. 

"Over my 20 day challenge, I’m aiming to do 1000 continuous KU’s per day. My highest single 

count so far is 2,445 non-stop and I’m achieving my daily target." 
 
Ed was diagnosed with the blood cancer in 2007 at the age of 46, which is quite young for WM 

patients.  He was on a 'watch and wait' protocol for a few years until he first started 

treatment at the Christie in 2011, completing it the following year. 

In 2016, Ed was diagnosed with prostate cancer and underwent surgery at the end of that year, 

after which he retired from work. Early last year, he was diagnosed with renal cancer and 

underwent surgery at the Christie, located in Manchester, Lancashire. 
 
In his younger days, Ed played football and reached a high standard. Over the lockdown period, 

he started to practice for exercise.  Ed said: "A few friends suggested I should do a charity 

challenge but I resisted as I didn’t want to draw any attention to myself." 
 
The challenge is completed over 20 days, which need not be completed in consecutive days, but 

can be done anytime between September 20 and November 20.  Ed, who is from Chorley, 

Lancashire, set a target of £1,000 and 1,000 keepie-uppies per day for 20 consecutive days. 

He reached his financial target just before his mid-point and the amount was raised. 

If you would still like to donate to Ed's fundraiser, you may do so on his JustGiving page. 

- Article from Manchester Evening News 
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The Suffering Church 
 

Suffering Church Action and Awareness week 
 

We have an opportunity to think and pray about the suffering Church in the week Sunday 1 to 
Sunday 8 November together with Christians from around the world. Its an opportunity to thank 
God for His suffering Church, standing firm for Jesus whatever is done to them. If you wish to know 
more or get some resources, you can do so from www.barnabasfund.org and 
www.opendoorsuk.org. 
 

In Someone Else’s Shoes 
 

In Harper Lee’s wonderful book “To Kill a Mockingbird” which was made into a compelling film 
starring Gregory Peck, the father Atticus Finch encourages his two children to occasionally look at 
the world from a different perspective by “ walking in someone else’s shoes”. 
 

At this time when we still see no end to the Covid 19 pandemic, as Christians it helps to walk in 
someone else’s shoes, to get a view of the world from their perspective and to see what God is 
doing for and through them. This is just one example but it represents millions of Christians around 
the world continuing to work for God in their own situation. 
 

Pastor George Moushi leads a church in Qamishli, in northern Syria. His church has been 
designated a Centre for Hope for their community, supported by Open Doors. The impact of the 
Covid 19 pandemic is just the latest in a number of really serious issues which has affected Syria 
and the church at Qamishli. Its so easy to forget that the civil war in Syria began almost 10 years 
ago when there were approximately 1.8 million Christians in the country. That number is now down 
to an estimated 800,000.  
 

The church at Qamishli started relief work in 2012 and has given food, medical help and financial 
support over the last 8 years. And they don’t just help fellow believers, they recognise that visible 
tangible support for others is a powerful way to show God’s love. Through their relief programmes 
they build relationships with people, opening doors for their neighbours to know Jesus. “The best 
hope they can offer is the hope that Jesus gives!”. We don’t only want to fill people’s stomachs we 
want them to meet Jesus. has grown! Members left but God did not leave us 
 

Wonderfully despite many Christians leaving the area Pastor George’s church has grown! He says 
“Members have left but, of course, God has not left us”. “A lot of people accepted Christ and 
although war was awful, God turned the ashes of war into beauty”.  
 

Converts 
 

Life remains difficult for converts from Islam. About 30% of George’s church have converted from 
Islam and are among the most vulnerable to persecution. When a Muslim becomes a Christian they 
face persecution from their family, and local community. These Christians from Muslim 
backgrounds are all well aware of the dangers but still choose Jesus.  Persecution leads to 
believers who rely more on God. They are truly ready to die for Jesus. One such believer is Alya. 
She fled from Deir Ez-Zor to Raqqa because of the civil war and came under the control of Islamic 
State (IS) where they experience some terrible things, including public beheadings and the loss of 
one of their sons. When an IS soldier came and demanded they hand over their daughter to be 
forcibly married (enslaved) to one of their men Alya fled to Qamishli even though they didn’t know 
anyone there. At the airport she met Pastor George but didn’t trust him when he offered her help 
but did take his card and telephone number. 
 

However, a few weeks later after a number of distressing incidents she remembered the card and 
telephoned George and soon he had arranged a house for the family to move into. Alya remembers 
“I saw that Pastor George was an honest man and I wanted to know more about his church so I 
went along to a service there. The sermon was about forgiveness and I broke down and cried.” 
 

Alya was now more curious and went to a mid-week Bible study and learnt more about the Bible 
and Jesus, recognising the way the church practically were demonstrating the love of God. After 
some weeks of study and prayer Alya became a Christian and immediately her brother, who was 

about:blank
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supporting her and her family, cut off all financial aid. Now thay are supported by Pastor George and 
the church. 
 

And then as the civil war started to end Turkey invaded Syria in 2019 and began bombing the region 
around Qamishli. Pastor George recalls that many were killed and homes destroyed and for a time 
the people were fearful that Turkish forces would enter the city. Throughout all this period George’s 
church continued to support their community, Christian and Muslim, with food, clothes, medicine and 
finding homes recognising the church’s responsibility to help those in need. 
 

And then in 2020 Covid-19 struck, George and his church had been hoping to scale back 
emergency food distribution and begin to focus on rebuilding and activities that promote sel 
sufficiency. Covid-19 changed all that. “When we saw an increased need we restarted relief 
distribution” he says “we gave people food and detergent coupons, we had to stand by the people, 
support them and show Jesus’ love in difficult times”. 
 

Relief projects, like Pastor George’s church, will build resilient families and communities, enabling 
believers to shine Christ’s light into the darkness of the region. They will still be in Syria long after this 
crisis is over, responding to the needs they see, welcoming new believers into the church and building 
a strong community making Jesus’ love real and visible to their neighbours. 
 

I hope that you enjoyed this view from another person’s shoes and were as inspired as I was when I 
read this, you can find out more on the Open Doors website below. 
 

Please pray for Gods ongoing provision for Syrian Christians, for protection for believers form 
Muslim backgrounds and for pastor George and his church. 
 

A Living Hope 
“Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is 
seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, 
And your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also 
will appear with him in Glory”  Colossians 3: 1 - 4. 
 

If you are interested in supporting either or both organisations more information can be found at 

www.barnabasfund.org and www.opendoorsuk.org 

 -  David Barlow 

“God holds our tomorrows, be content with whatever comes your way” 

http://www.ajfprofessionaldecorators.co.uk/
about:blank
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Prison Fellowship 
 
I feel so privileged to be a part of Prison Fellowship a Christian Charity.  As volunteers, we have not been able to 
do our work inside the prisons this last few Covid months but Prison Fellowship have kept the candle burning.  A 
couple of months ago they stepped out in faith and issued every prisoner with a bookmark with an encouraging 
bible verse on and a free telephone number for anyone to ring to ask for prayer, whatever denomination they 
were. This has all been done anonymously, the person asking for prayer only gives an initial. The response has 
been overwhelming and God has certainly been in charge.  Being part of the link I receive and forward on the 
prayers to our local prayer group. 
 
When I read this article in the monthly booklet I felt I’d like to share it with you.  The article is written by the 
CEO of Prison Fellowship, Peter Holloway: 
 
“We are all a reflection of Him- broken, but nevertheless a picture of God to others” 
 
“I remember taking a long train journey to a prison last year and a stranger asked me what I did.  As I 
explained and talked about loving those in prison, his eyes opened so wide they looked like saucers and he was 
so shocked, I thought he was going to fall off his seat! 
 
So why do we stand with those in prison and what does it mean? 
 
In Genesis chapter 1 and verses 26-27 we read this: “Then God said, ‘Let us make mankind in our image, in 
our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the 
wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.’ “So God created mankind in His own 
image, in the image of God He created them; male and female He created them.” 
 
This passage is one of the most significant in the Bible.  It tells us that every single person on earth, absolutely 
without exception, is made in the image of God.  In other words, we are all a reflection of Him – broken, but 
nevertheless a picture of God to others. 
 
I’ve visited a lot of prisons over the last few years and who did I meet? The answer is that I met images of God, 
just like you and me.  Yes, of course I met people who had done some awful things, but in God’s eyes, they are 
exactly the same as me.  There are no ordinary people, no good people, no monsters like the tabloids would 
have us see.  Just images of God, broken like me and in need of God’s love. 
 
So, the answer to the question ‘Why do we stand with those in prison?’ is this: Because they too are images of 
God, loved by Him and no different from you and me.” -   Peter Holloway CEO Prison Fellowship. 
 
Blessings,   Anne Harris 

From Alison Wynne 
 
Found on FaceBook… 
 
Those “all over the place” feelings you have are symptoms of 
stress, not personal failure. 
 
•Feeling flaky/inconsistent?  

That’s because your brain doesn’t know what news to brace for 
next, or what next month will hold.  

•Tired easily?  
That’s because your brain is burning energy much faster than usual. 

•Can’t focus?  
That’s because your brain has temporarily shut down some functionality - in the part that 
juggles complex tasks & planning - due to the stress response. 

•Creatively blocked?  
That’s because your brain has temporarily diverted its creativity (ability to solve problems)   
to the “How do I avoid Covid?” problem 

•Don’t care about future goals or issues like you used to?  
That’s because your brain knows being short-sighted is a safer way to cope right now - it has 
enough to worry about. 

Your plans, creativity, energy, focus & motivation are on a yo-yo right now because your brain 
believes you need to be extremely adaptive.  
You will not be on this rollercoaster forever. Be patient with your brain. 
 
Sincerely, 
A positive psychology-certified coach and fellow human 
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Operation Christmas Child 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A small shoebox can have a big impact on a child, who may never have received a gift 
before. Be a part of changing children’s lives all over the world in Jesus’ name through the 
power of a simple shoebox gift with Operation Christmas Child. 
 
Each year, our two churches support this charity and have donated 100’s of boxes to this 
worthy cause. With your help we are aiming to donate more boxes this year!  
Look out for the preprinted shoeboxes (50p) in church in October, or decorate and fill your 
own empty shoebox.  
 
What goes into the box is fun to pack!  
Decide whether you want to pack a box for a boy or a girl, and for which age group (2-4,   
5-9 or 10-14 years) and remember to stick a label on the outside of the box indicating your 
choice. Please include a £5 donation for postage inside the box. A photo of your family 
and/or a Christmas card are also nice additions. Then return the box to church by             
8

th
 November 2020. 

 
For ideas about what to put in a shoebox (and labels) pick up a leaflet in church or visit: 
https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/what-goes-in-
my-shoebox/ 
 
Due to COVID-19 if you are self-isolating and can’t  
get to church to collect a pre-printed box or return one, 
then please either ask a friend who is attending church 
to help you, or let one of us know. 
 
Contacts: 
Gill Lancaster or Susan Parkinson at St Johns 
Kathy Bigio at Clayton Brook 
 
 
DEADLINE FOR RETURN OF SHOEBOXES  
TO CHURCH IS SUNDAY 8th NOVEMBER 
 

LAST DATE FOR BRINGING YOUR 
BOX IN IS 8th NOVEMBER 

 
 
SHOE BOX APPEAL 
Since 1990, more than 124 million boys and girls 
in over 150 countries have experienced God’s 
love through the power of simple shoebox gifts 
from Operation Christmas Child. 
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Preaching 

As a retired Reader and with absolutely no reflection on the high quality of 

preaching in St Johns and Clayton Brook (particularly the opening quote) the 

following have been a great help to me over the years. Some are serious and many 

are humorous, all are relevant to both preacher and hearer! 
 
“A hindrance to God’s people is hardness of heart caused by hearing people without the 

Holy Spirit preach about Jesus and the Spirit”     A W Tozer 
 
A suggested prayer for all preachers “Lord, fill my mouth with worthwhile stuff and nudge 

me when I’ve said enough. Amen” 
 
Every Christian occupies some sort of pulpit and preaches some kind of sermon every day! 
 
The most important things in preparing a sermon are prayer, scripture and a red pen for 

crossing things out. 
 
A women approached the minister after the sermon and thanked him for his talk. “ I found it 

so helpful” she said. “ I hope it will prove as helpful as the last one you heard me preach” 

replied the minister. “Why what do you mean” asked the surprised woman. “Well” said the 

minister “ that sermon lasted you three months.” 
 
A good example makes a great sermon!  
 
A minister delivered a sermon in 10 minutes one Sunday morning, which was about half 

the length of his normal sermons. He apologised to the congregation “I regret that my dog 

who is fond of eating paper, ate that part of my sermon which I was unable to deliver this 

morning”.  After the service a visitor from another church shook the preachers hand and 

said “Vicar, if that dog of yours ever has any pups, I want to give one to my minister.” 
 
King James the First once became annoyed with the irrelevant ramblings of his court 

preacher and shouted up at the pulpit “Either make sense or come down out of that pulpit!” 

”The preacher replied “I will do neither.” 
 
President Calvin Coolidge 30th US President (1923 – 1929) was apparently a man of very 

few words. One Sunday on his return from church after without his wife Grace, she asked 

him “Was the sermon good?” “Yup” was Coolidge’s brief reply. “What was it about?” Grace 

asked.  “Sin.”  “And what did the minister say?”  “He’s against it” 
 
While preaching one day John Wesley was dismayed to find several members of his 

congregation had fallen asleep. “Fire, fire he suddenly shouted whereupon the guilty 

parishioners jumped up in alarm. “Where” they demanded, looking around. “In hell” Wesley 

replied “for those who sleep under the preaching of the Word!” 
 
And a fire and brimstone preacher was haranguing his congregation “Every member of this 

congregation is going to die!” Then he saw a man in the front row grinning. Again the 

preacher yelled “Every member of this congregation is going to die!”. Then the man started 

to laugh out loud. At the end of the service the preacher confronted the man.” I don’t 

understand. Every time I said every member of the congregation is going to die, you just 

laughed” “Of course” replied the man, “I’m not a member of this congregation.” 
 
-  David Barlow 

With thanks to J. John and Mark Stibbe  Monarch Press 
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November marks the 400th anniversary of the voyage of the Mayflower 
 
If we find it difficult to cross the Atlantic just now, it was even worse 400 years.  On 6

th
 September 

1620, 102 determined Puritans climbed on board the Mayflower and set sail from Plymouth. They 
had 30 crew to steer them across 3000 miles of open, perilous ocean. 
 
Those Puritans, or ‘Pilgrim fathers’, could never have dreamed that their journey would become 
one of the most influential in world history. Their courage and purpose for the voyage would help 
shape the very history and culture of the USA. 
 
The Pilgrim fathers themselves were in search of religious freedom and a new life. Years before 
they had rejected the Church of England, due to its Roman Catholic past, and in 1608 they had 
moved to Holland, where they could worship freely. But life was very hard there, and so the New 
World beckoned to them.  
 
They had originally intended to use two ships, but the Speedwell sprang a leak shortly after sailing, 
and so they crowded as many as possible into the Mayflower. After a long and difficult 10 weeks at 
sea, they reached America, but could not reach their intended destination, Virginia, because of 
heavy seas. They finally landed in Provincetown Harbor, Cape Cod, Massachusetts on  
11

th
 November.   

 
That presented the next great challenge: the bitter, harsh winter of Massachusetts.  Half of the 
Pilgrims perished that first winter, of hunger and cold. Without the help of the local Indigenous 
peoples to teach them food-gathering and other survival skills, all of the colony would probably 
have perished.   
 
After months of hard work, by the ‘Fall’ of 1621 
the tiny colony had its first harvest. They 
celebrated this great achievement with their 
new Indigenous friends. It became 
Thanksgiving. The Pilgrims had been 
convinced that God wanted them to go to the 
New World.  They wrote: "We verily believe and 
trust the Lord is with us, and that He will 
graciously prosper our endeavours according to 
the simplicity of our hearts therein.”  
 
The Mayflower was one of the earliest pilgrim 
vessels, and so became a cultural icon in the 
history of the United States. This year, until 
coronavirus put a stop to things, many 
celebrations in the USA, England and the 
Netherlands had been planned. 
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I'd never known a peace so sweet 

I'd never known a peace so sweet 
Till I found this at my Father's feet 
I'd never known such peace divine 
Till Jesus said: 'I give you mine' 

'Be still my child and understand 
I hold your life in my two hands 
Now see my hands, now see my pain 
And find your way to peace again' 

'Be still my child, enjoy my peace 
And find the place of pure release 
This place is here, it is your rest 
To you, my child, I give the best' 

'And like a child, sleep in my arms 
Where none can hurt and none can harm 
For there I give such sweet repose 
To you My child, the one I chose' 

Graham Kendrick 
Copyright © 1979 Thankyou Music 
 
Sent in by Marilyn Raeburn 

This year we may not be able to 
exchange Christmas cards with each 

other in church as we have done 

previously.  We are all missing each 
other so much, especially those who 
are still in isolation because of age, 

disability or health problems,  
So……………. 

If you would like to send a 
Christmas greeting to anyone or 
everyone, there will be a page or 

two in the December Gazette 
especially for this purpose. 

Send in your greeting before the 
end of November to the Editor  

(details on page 18) 

Remember this? 

I am looking for willing 

volunteers to help put 

together a nativity scene  

to be placed outside the 

church during advent and 

Christmas.  My idea is to 

do a life sized Mary and 

Joseph with a crib and a 

large star above them 

possibly with a message on 

about the meaning of Christmas.  The only way I can 

think of making these figures is in the form of the 

‘Moses’ scarecrow which we entered for the 

scarecrow festival last year.  It is a bit awkward this 

time as we have so many restrictions, distancing etc.   

I am quite willing to provide all the materials we 

would need, if there is someone out there who would 

be prepared to assemble them and bring them along to 

church and we could together position them.  If there 

is anyone out there who is interested or maybe have 

other ideas, please get in touch with me.   

Is there a whole family who could make one?   

Ever hopeful, I will wait in anticipation, otherwise  

I will be doing these on my own!! 

Blessings   Anne Harris  
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Churches report rising food 
bank demand as a result of 
pandemic  Nearly 100,000 households 
sought food aid from the Trussell Trust’s 
network of food banks for the first time 
earlier this year, as a result of the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
Demand is surging further this autumn, as 
a result of the economic fallout from the 
virus. 
The research comes after food banks run 
or supported by Church of England 
churches reported rocketing demand 
during lockdown with some opening food 
banks for the first time while some 
opened new food banks after lockdown. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Living Waters Food 
Bank: 
Thank you so very much to everyone who 
supports the food bank through single 
donations and standing orders. We are so 
grateful and it allows us to do so much 
more. Please consider sending a gift 
through our bank transfer or click on our 
donate tab and give through PayPal. We 
are so grateful to you for your kindness 
and generosity to those less fortunate.  
Please message us or add your email in 
the bank reference box if we can claim 
gift aid.  
 
Food cannot be left in our churches at the 
moment but if you are in Chorley you can 
still drop off donations at Living Waters 
Church, in Bolton Street.   
Tuesdays & Fridays 10am to 2pm.  Or 
give a money donation on their website:  
www.facebook.com/LWStorehouse  
or—most supermarkets have food bank 
trolleys 
 

EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN •  
for urgent prayer or emergency prayer:   
Tel: Sandra 01257 260873 or  
any of the prayer chain members: 
 
 Ann Harris  

 Jean Owen   

 Jean Grindrod 

 Christine Whiteside 

 Francis & Peter Grieve 

 Dedrah Moss 

 Julie Summers 

 Lorraine Cliffe 

 Ethel Rowbottom 

 David Barlow 

 Sandra Cameron 

 Alex Jones 

 Cath Orr 

The prayer chain is still up and  
running during these unusual days.   
If you have an urgent or emergency 

prayer, then telephone any of the 
numbers below. 

Thank you to everyone who  
has contributed to this  

month’s Gazette.   
Please send in your articles & 
comments & your Christmas 

greetings for the DECEMBER 
edition  -  before the end of  

NOVEMBER to: 
 

Cath Orr 
 

The editor would welcome  

comments on any article  

in this gazette 

 

If you wish to contact any person in 

this gazette please use the contact  

form on this website 

http://www.facebook.com/LWStorehouse

