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FROM  THE  VICAR…………………... 

Dear Friends  

SAFEGUARDING IN ST JOHN’S AND CLAYTON BROOK  

As an ordained minister I have just been to the first of two training sessions for safeguarding in the 

church. This training is renewed/refreshed every three years. So I thought it would be worthwhile 

writing a short piece about safeguarding for us all in our church-family.  

I could name at least half a dozen clergymen from my own circles who have been caught up in abuse 

scandals. One or two are close friends, others I know less well. One or two have been abusers, others 

have been abused; one or two have been wrongly accused. Such things are deeply damaging and 

tragic. That they happen within the compass of God’s family makes it so much worse. After one dis-

cussion about these events a friend commented to me, ‘I think that that was the saddest meeting of 

my life.’  

What, then, about safeguarding here in our own context? Let me say a word about policies and pro-

cedures and then also about the gospel and culture.  

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES  

All the details about our policies and practices can be found on the homepage of our website under a 

tab labelled ‘safeguarding’. We subscribe fully to the Church of England’s campaign to promote a 

safer church. We have a parish safeguarding officer—currently David Barlow, but handing over to 

Carol Wright from the autumn—and a safeguarding team. Safeguarding is an agenda item for every 

PCC meeting. We have two children’s champions—Stuart Cross and Caroline Venables—and Peter 

Grieve is adults’ champion. Volunteers are checked via the DBS (disclosure and barring service) and 

trained according to diocesan and national guidelines.  

What is most important is that this responsibility is shared by us all. The thought of anyone coming 

to harm in or through our church is abhorrent, and we want everyone to be aware and to be caring for 

all. If you ever have any concern, even if you think it 99% likely that there is nothing amiss, you 

must talk to someone. You can talk to one of the clergy, children’s leaders, the parish safeguarding 

officer or a church warden. If your concern is about one of the clergy or another leader, you must 

still speak to someone. It is vital that we hold one another accountable for our Christian living.  

Negatively, I want us to be a church where people know that they would never get away with doing 

harm to someone. Positively, I want us to be a church where everyone feels safe, comfortable, loved 

and accepted.  

THE GOSPEL AND CULTURE  

We can have the best policies and procedures in place and quite possibly that would be sufficient to 

ensure that everyone is indeed kept safe. But more than that we want a heart and a church culture 

where this could never happen because our heart is the heart of the gospel and reflects the heart of 

Jesus.  

Jesus is famous for his love for children. He loved them simply for who they were, but also because 

they so often provided a role model for faith and for membership of the kingdom of God. He once 

said this:  

‘If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who believe in me—to stumble, it would be better 

for them to have a large millstone hung round their neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea. 

Woe to the world because of the things that cause people to stumble! Such things must come, but woe 

to the person through whom they come!’ (Matthew 18:6-7) 
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That is what Jesus thinks of abuse. It must be one of the strongest statements he ever made. And 

when he says ‘these little ones’, he does mean little children—literally—but there is an added refer-

ence to those who may seem ‘little’ in the kingdom of God. In other words, to cause anyone to 

stumble and fall away is a truly dreadful offence. Notice how realistic Jesus is. ‘Such things must 

come’, he says. While this age endures, there will be abusers, there will be cruelty, there will be 

tragedies. But let it not be us who causes or allows them to happen.  

Jesus died on the cross because ‘God so loved the world.’ That means that everyone, without excep-

tion or distinction, matters to God, and is valued by God to the extent that he gave what was more 

precious to him than anything else in order to save them. Not everyone will be saved. But everyone 

is loved and valued by God. Therefore, if we are a gospel church, everyone should be valued and 

loved by us.  

So, in ‘promoting a safer church’, let it not be for us a box-ticking exercise, or even simply a case of 

diligently putting good procedures in place. Let it be a gospel issue, whereby all ‘these little ones’ 

are loved and cared for by us because they are loved by Jesus.  

Your brother in Christ  

Philip  

ST JOHN’S  SUNDAYS  IN  AUGUST 
 
 

  CUP Cake Sunday 8th August 
  Cup cakes for all after the Sunday service  
 
 
 
 

  ICE CREAM SUNDAY 15th AugusT 
  Ice Cream after the Sunday Service 
 
 
 

 Doughnuts  Sunday 22nd August 
 Doughnuts after the Sunday Service    
 
 

Finally.....Bacon butty Sunday 29TH August 
  Please join us after                                               

  the Sunday service 
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Something to make you Smile (hopefully) and perhaps think?   
from David Barlow 

 
C.  

Challenge 

“The ultimate measure of a person is not where they stand in moments of comfort and 

convenience, but where they stand at times of challenge and controversy”  

(Dr. Martin Luthor King, Jr.) 

Children 

A father was reading the Bible Story about Lot and his wife. He read that the man named Lot 

was warned by God to take his wife and flee out of the city, but his wife looked back and was 

turned to salt”  His son asked him “What happened to the flea?” 

Christians 

The two marks of a Christian – giving and forgiving. 

Church 

You quickly lose interest in church if you have nothing invested. 

The world at its worst needs the church at its best. 

Commandments 

Men and women have written over 32 million laws and haven’t yet managed to improve on the 

Ten Commandments. 

Communication 

A minister with a family of seven children moved to a new city in America. He and his wife didn’t 

want to buy immediately and looked for a townhouse to rent. They wanted to get to know the 

neighbourhood and the schools before they made a decision to buy.  

They found plenty of townhouses to rent that were large enough, but the landlords always 

objected to having such a large family in the property. After finding a number of suitable houses 

and being rejected for them all and feeling frustrated the father asked the mother to take the 

four youngest children and visit the local cemetery. His wife, whilst puzzled by the request did 

as her husband asked whilst he went off to view another property they had found. 

The place was just what they wanted and the father told the landlord he would take it. Then 

came the usual question “I notice you have children, how many in the family?” The minister 

gave a deep sigh, then said “Seven….but four are with their mother in the cemetery”.   

They got the townhouse.  

Confession 

It is better for people to confess their sins than to harden their hearts. 

Confession without repentance is just bragging. 

Criticism 

Don’t criticise too quickly, even a clock that doesn’t work is right twice a day. 

If you judge people, you may have no time to love them. (Mother Teresa) 

Cross 

It’s the picture of violence, yet the key to peace. 

A picture of suffering, yet the key to healing. 

A picture of death, yet the key to life. 

A picture of utter weakness, yet the key to power. 

A picture of capital punishment, yet the key to mercy and forgiveness. 

A picture of vicious hatred, yet the key to love. 

A picture of supreme shame, yet the Christian’s supreme boast. (David Watson) 

With thanks to J. John and Mark Stibbe  Monarch Press 
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LOVE  FUND 

The Love Fund consists of donations of money from various members of both 

our churches.  This can be used for anyone in our church or parish who is in 

need of help.  If you are in financial need for whatever purpose : shopping, 

bills, loss of income etc during this pandemic, then get in touch with  

Philip or Paul and they will be happy to help you.  tel:  01257 515141 

email: info@stjohnsandclaytonbrook.uk 

www.stjohnsandclaytonbrook.uk/contact-us 

Do your children need help with their English? 

Virtual tuition, via Zoom, offered to all ages.  

£15 per hour 

Contact Irene Flack MA  at 

n0rthernstar58@gmail.com  

for further information 

Ethel wants us to know…… 

Sunday is good, but Monday is better! 
 

Sunday is good, but Monday is better! Time to demonstrate we are children of the 
Living God; time to demonstrate we are in the Kingdom of God; time to demonstrate 

we are followers of Jesus; time to demonstrate Christianity is real,  
the Bible is true and Jesus is alive! 

Before I can tell others, I need to live in the reality of the Kingdom of God.  
I need to be a born again believer, filled with the Holy Spirit. 

Problems, obstacles and disasters don’t change the Gospel message. 
Jesus is the same yesterday, today and forever.  

The God of Sunday is also the God of Monday to 
Friday and Saturday. 

God is awesome! We can overcome anything in this world. It is miraculous;  
supernatural! The same AMEN we say on Sunday we say on Monday  

and throughout the week. 
Hold on to your confession throughout the week. We, believers, must hold  

on to our confession no matter what the circumstances. 
When you can’t see your way through, remember that our God is the God of  

breakthrough! He is the undefeated One! And we have what it takes to overcome. 
God meets us in our crisis. HE equips us to deal with each situation.  

In the affliction, seek GOD. Acknowledge you need HIM.  
Receive your answer by faith. Just believe!  

This is the day that the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 

   From Pastor Edgar Holder, Living Stones Ministry, Rotterdam, The Netherlands  

mailto:n0rthernstar58@gmail.com
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HOW I CAME TO BE SAVED 

 I think the Lord was looking after me from the age of 5 although I did not realize it at the time. 

I was born in Jersey, Channel Islands, and we managed to get out on one of the last boats before the 

Germans went in. If we had not got out as my parents were English we would have been sent to a 

concentration camp in Germany .When we went back to Jersey after the war. My mother put me in 

to the convent High School to give me a finishing off as she said. She had to pay for me as I was not 

a catholic. During lunch times a group of us use to go into the chapel and go around the Stations of 

the Cross. It was here that I learnt what Jesus went through on that cross although I did not realize he 

did it for me and all mankind. It was not personal.  

 When I left school I went into Show Business. It was there I joined the Actors Church Union. 

When I decided I wanted to be confirmed,  the Actors Union arranged for me to have a lesson with a 

vicar each town I went to, at that time I was in a show going to a different town each week, but it 

was not until I came home I met up with my local vicar. I went to the vicarage one miserable autumn 

day. It was a big old house, the room was freezing with a very poor fire in the grate.  The vicar was 

very nice but I can’t remember that he said anything different to what the others had said, but I told 

him I did not feel I was good enough, but He told me all I had to do was ask God’s forgiveness. As I 

did the whole room came to light and the fire was blazing with life. I went home that day skipping 

across the roads, and when I got home, I told my Mum I’ve been born again, she said you’ve seen 

the Light. She was brought up as a Methodist.   I never knew him, but my mother’s grand dad was a 

Methodist Minister.  That night those Stations of the Cross became real to me.   

 I am not going to make out that life became easy for me.  I have had my ups and downs as 

everyone has, but I have had my Jesus and Father God to help me.  I have experienced two big 

miracles in my life, the first was involving my son Ian.  I had five girls and wanted a son.  God 

blessed me after we emigrated to Australia.  I always say I had to go to Oz to get my boy.   

Just before his second birthday he got hold of some tablets I had and started going into fits and 

convulsions.  We rushed him up to the hospital in North Sydney and then by ambulance over the 

harbour bridge to the children’s hospital.  They told us we would be lucky to see him alive in the 

morning, and if he survived, he would be brain damaged.  All we could do was pray.  I had my vicar 

come and lay hands on him and lots of friends praying and thank God he survived and no brain 

damage.  He runs his own business now in Sydney and is healthy and strong.   

 My second miracle was my husband, Jim.  He was a Scot and had been brought up in the 

Church of Scotland but lost his faith while in a Japanese prison camp, being beaten and tortured, 

asking God to help him and nothing happening.  When I came back from church he always asked 

about the service.  Five months before he died, he gave his heart to the Lord.  Three weeks before he 

died, he had a heart attack in Christies, and we were all called down.  My pastor came and friends 

everywhere were praying.  The doctor said there was no hope, but he pulled through.  It gave us time 

to prepare, and he was not afraid of dying.  Thank God.  -  Julie Summers, Clayton Brook Church 
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Give a compliment  by Colin Hammacott 
We all like to receive a compliment from time to time. As Robert Orben, former script writer 

for President Gerald R. Ford once said, “A compliment is verbal sunshine.” 

Another American, Leo Buscaglia once observed: “Too often we underestimate the power of a 

touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an honest compliment, or the smallest act of caring, 

all of which have the potential to turn someone’s life around.” 

Sadly, not everyone seems able to compliment others. Perhaps they never received compliments 

when they were young, or perhaps they feel that to compliment someone else is to somehow put 

themselves down. For whatever reason, such people miss out on a whole lot of pleasure in life. 

Whenever we see something that is worthy 

of a compliment, why not give it, and bring 

‘a little verbal sunshine’ into someone else’s 

life! 

A young mother writes: 
 
It is always busy in our home, as we have four young children running 

about. But one particular Sunday afternoon James, my four-year-old 

kept following me about very closely. He was on my heels every time I 

turned around, and after nearly falling over him several times, I lost 

patience. ‘Whatever is the matter with you?’ I demanded. ‘Why don’t 

you go play?’ 
 
He looked up at me and said: ‘This morning at church the teacher told 

us that we should walk in Jesus’ footsteps. But I can’t see Him, so I 

am walking in yours instead.’ I gathered up my young son and felt 

tears in my eyes. I thanked God for this lesson I will never forget – 

about the value of being a living example to our young ones.” 

Read any good books over the past year?   

Write in and tell us why you liked them 

Whatever we ask 
‘Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.’ 

1 John 5v14 

Bryan Chappell tells of three ministers—James Philip, George Philip and William Still—who prayed in the 

1950s for God to revive the Church of Scotland and to raise up ministers,  After four years of fervent joint in-

tercession, they felt released from their burden of prayer, but they saw little evidence of genuine revival. 

Twenty five years later these same minsters hosted a conference attended by about two hundred pastors.  One 

of the three men who had prayed for revival asked for a show of hands by those who had been converted dur-

ing the initial years when he and his partners were praying.  A number raised their hands.  Then he asked how 

many of the remaining minsters had been born during those four years.  Most of the others now raised their 

hands.  Chapel said, “God had answered the prayer of the original three ministers in a way they could not have 

expected”. 

When we ask anything according to His will, He answers in His own unique way and time. 

- David Jeremiah writing in ‘Strength for Today’ 



8 

The Gardeners Hymn 
 
 
 
 
 

All things bright and beautiful,  
All creatures great and small,  
All things wise and wonderful,  
The Lord God made them all. 

 
But what we never mention, though gardeners know it’s true,  

Is when He made the goodies, He made the baddies too. 
 

All things spray and swattable,  
Disasters great and small, 
All things paraquatable,  

The Lord God made them all - 
 

The green fly on the roses, the maggots in the peas,  
Manure that fills our noses, He also gave us these. 

 
All things spray and swattable, etc. 

 
The fungus on the goose-gogs, the club root on the greens,  
The slugs that eat the lettuce and chew the aubergines. 

 
All things spray and swattable, etc. 

 
The drought that kills the fuchsias, the frost that nips the buds,  

The rain that drowns the seedlings, the blight that hits the spuds. 
 

All things spray and swattable, etc. 
 

The midges and mosquitoes, the nettles and the weeds,  
The pigeons in the green stuff, the sparrows on the seeds. 

 
All things spray and swattable, etc. 

 
The fly that gets the carrots, the wasp that eats the plums, 

How black the gardener's outlook, though green may be his thumbs. 
 

All things spray and swattable, etc. 
 

But still we gardeners labour midst vegetables and flowers,  
And pray what hits our neighbours' will somehow bypass ours' 

 
All things spray and swattable, etc. 

© Barbara Robinson  
 
 
 

—  Bill Yates thought this would amuse our gardeners and non-gardeners  — 
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From Anne Harris………………. 

The Quest for Independence 

The following is from a Prison Fellowship booklet which I picked up whilst in the prison 

last week and my thoughts were, although written for prisoners, how true for all of us.       

I would like to share it with you. 

 “None of us likes to ‘do as we are told’ and this reluctance actually goes back as far as the time 

of Adam and Eve.  What cannot be denied, however, is that every person who has ever lived since 

then has made the same choice that they did – to live their own way, not God’s way. 

We have to live with the consequences of everybody making their own choices. 

The result of our having made that choice has produced consequences that we each now have to live 

with. Not only that, we also have to live with the consequences of everybody else making their own 

choices in their version of independence from God’s advice. 

 During my experiences meeting men in prison, I found that most of them did not like 

themselves.  Behind the front that many prisoners put on when walking about prison landings, there 

was often a hurt person with a broken heart inside, troubled by unwanted memories during long 

sleepless nights.  I well remember a time when I was reading Jesus’ command to ‘Love your 

neighbour as yourself’ and realising, for the first time, that if prisoners don’t love themselves, then 

they are not even at first base in loving others. 

 It’s this secret damaged person inside each of us, the one that we don’t want others to know 

about, that influences our every thought and action.  Who you are and how you came to be that way 

are very much the result of the circumstances of your birth and your family.  For example, did you 

have both or only one parent? Did you have brothers and sisters, or were you an only child? Was 

your family rich or poor?  But the most important factor is found in the answer to this question:     

‘As a child, were you loved and made welcome, or were you made to feel unwanted?’ 

Not being wanted cuts across the fundamental need in our hearts to be loved by others.  If you’ve 

suffered a lot and your heart has been hardened, you might this difficult to believe.  But it’s a truth. 

God gives us the choice to do things either ‘our way’ or ‘His way’ 

 Both the above conditions were met by God in His relationship with Adam and Eve and He 

has done the same with everyone who has ever been born. He never tries to force people to love Him, 

but allows each of us the independence to choose our own destiny.  It’s what’s often referred to as 

God’s gift of ‘free will’.  All you need to understand is the good news that God loves each one of us 

enough to give us the choice to do things either ‘our way’ or ‘His way’  It follows that whatever 

choices we make, whether good or bad, we have to live with the consequences. 

I’ve discovered that it’s this God given freedom that leads us down a path where we unconsciously, 

but sometimes consciously, choose that ‘I’ll get by, and be happy, relying upon my own wits, skills 

and strengths’, or we turn to God and ask for His help. 

 Wherever you are right now, consider: which path are you walking?  Was it your way or God’s 

way?  Take a look around and ask yourself how successful you’ve been up to now. 

Prayer,  Jesus we are all like lost sheep because of our own choices to be independent of You.  Help 

us to now return to You, and experience for ourselves Your unconditional loving kindness.  Amen. 

Taken from:  Jesus Loves Prisoners.  Ken Mainey 
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“ I can take my telescope and look millions of miles into space;            
but I can go away to my room and in prayer get nearer to God and 

heaven than I can when assisted by all the telescopes of earth “                   
– Isaac Newton 

 

The Suffering Church 
 
I thought it might be useful to think about two other organisations and their work with the suffering 

church around the world. 
 
 Bible Society 
 
For over 200 years the Bible Society has been working to bring the Bible to life; to help people around 

the world have access to it, engage with it, relate to it, and make sense of it. 

That single mission drives a huge range of activities. In some parts of the world, bringing the Bible to 

life focuses on translation and distribution projects. Elsewhere it focuses on leadership training, or 

literacy programmes, or interfaith dialogue. Closer to home, in England and Wales, it focuses on 

advocacy effort, schools outreach and devotional resources. 

The Society does everything it can to help individuals and communities to engage with the Bible 

because they believe that when they do, lives can change – for good. 
 
Around the World 
 
They are translating and distributing Bibles around the world so people can experience the Bible in 

their heart language, especially in China, Middle East and Southern Africa. Work continues in war torn 

countries like Syria and many parts of Africa, and Albania’s first complete Bible was recently 

published, following many years when religion was banned. In fact sixty-six Scripture translations 

were completed in 2020, including in forty six languages for the very first time, five first full translations 

and the first Sign Language Bible in America. 
 
The Society continues to distribute Bibles around the world, over 707 million in 2020, despite the 

challenges of Covid-19 and global lockdowns, Bible translation work has continued. Today over 700 

languages have a full Bible translation, meaning 5.7 billion people now have a translation in their own 

language. However, the Society’s work continues with around 1.5 billion people not having access to 

a full Bible in their own language, and the Society continues to produce new translations, as a new 

audience emerges and knowledge of the text increases, as with Bibles in English. 
 
In addition, the Society provides training on church leadership, literacy, children and youth 

programmes and supporting local societies and churches. This ministry is especially important in 

many parts of Africa, many subject to ongoing threat from Boko Haram and other extremist Islamic 

groups, in addition to poverty, illiteracy and general political instability. 
 
In England and Wales 
 
Against a backdrop of widespread Bible indifference, they are working across society to help adults 

and children recognise the value of the Bible. Initiatives such as Open the Book in primary schools 

(and in a growing number of schools abroad), Prison Ministry (since 1804), Navigating Trauma, The 

Bible Course and ongoing engagement with our Christians in Politics. 
 
You can find out more about their work on www.biblesociety.org.uk 
 
 Embrace the Middle East (previously Bible Lands) 
 
Embrace the Middle East is an ecumenical Christian charity, originally set up in 1854. They work with 

and through Christian charities in the Middle East, whom they refer to as ‘partners’, to bring hope and 

http://www.biblesociety.org.uk
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healing to communities in the region. Currently, they work with partners in Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, 

Iraq, Israel and Palestine. 

Embrace the Middle East is guided by four core principles, holding themselves accountable for 

ensuring that these values underpin their approach as they strive for excellence in everything they 

do.  
 
Respect: for the human dignity and value of every person and all peoples – no matter what their 

beliefs or background – as made in God’s own image. 

Compassion: Our Christian faith teaches us to treat every person with compassion, especially 

anyone who suffers from social or economic marginalisation or from having their basic human rights 

withheld or compromised. 
 
Integrity: Honesty and integrity are foundational to Embrace’s way of working with partners, 

supporters and donors and have high expectations of all who work for and with the charity in any 

capacity. 
 
Trust: Just as we trust that God cares for us and sustains us in our work, they work with a generous 

and positive spirit, trusting that God desires to see all of humanity flourish. 

Embrace work with partners providing a wide range of support to many of the poorest people in the 

Middle East including: 
 
The Joint Christian Committee working in two Palestinian refugee camps in Lebanon, helping 

teenagers in the camp get back into education, encouraging them to continue into further education 

and work-based training. The Committee also runs a Community Centre and Library providing a 

place of peace in the camp. 
 
The Near East Council of Churches runs Well Baby Clinics in Gaza ensuring young children 

receive vaccinations, development checks and treatment for malnutrition. They aim to reach over 

30,000 children a year, making a huge contribution in reducing illness and infant mortality. The 

Clinics also support pregnant women and new mothers with practical aid and advice. 
 
Lebanese Society for Educational and Social Development supports Syrian refugees and the 

poorest Lebanese people with practical aid for instance regular deliveries of powdered milk and 

nappies, running a health centre in a poor area of Beirut, providing training and supporting savings 

schemes to help people out of poverty.  
 
The Bethlehem Arab Society for Rehabilitation works with training disabled people and helping 

them into employment, whilst working with employers to provide job opportunities. 
 
The Aviv Ministry, mainly staffed by volunteers,  working with people on the fringes of Tel Aviv 

society, running a drop in centre  for people addicted to drugs, and a Rehabilitation Centre providing 

rest and a chance to start again and rebuild lives. 
 
BLESS, supported by the Coptic Orthodox Church, proving support and encouragement to 

visually impaired women, helping them become self confident, self-reliant and productive, working 

with volunteer sighted women who act as mentors. 
 
Refuge Egypt welcomes people who have fled war and atrocities and does amazing work 

supporting and serving refugees arriving in Cairo from Syria, Eritrea and many parts of Africa in 

need of medical assistance, food, housing, employment and hope.  

If you wish to know more about the work of Embrace just go onto their website www.embraceme.org 
 
A Living Hope 

“Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is 

seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, 

And your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also 

will appear with him in Glory”  Colossians 3: 1 - 4. 

 — compiled by David Barlow 

https://embraceme.org/egypt
https://embraceme.org/syria
https://embraceme.org/lebanon
https://embraceme.org/iraq
https://embraceme.org/palestine-israel
https://embraceme.org/palestine-israel
http://www.embraceme.org
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‘If the Son sets you free you shall be free indeed’  

(John 8:36) 

Dear Prayer Pastors, 

As we have passed the last week in June still looking 

hopefully for the heat wave that we have been promised is 

coming, the nation’s focus is turning towards what has been 

named as ‘Freedom Day’. 

July the 19th has been designated by the government as a 

POSSIBLE day when all social restrictions will be discontinued, though I suspect that we 

will be urged to use our common sense with regard to face coverings and close contact 

mixing in large groups. 

From the perspective of Chorley street pastors, we of course welcome the easing of the 

social distancing restrictions particularly within the context of the night time economy when 

most of our night patrols take place, but will still use our common sense and judgement 

when communicating at close quarters with the often intoxicated public! 

Of course the designation of a ‘freedom day’ will give us opportunities to speak about 

another kind of freedom, a personal freedom from guilt, anxiousness, loneliness and fear 

that can be our experience when we ask Christ to come into our lives and begin, with His 

help, to live in the freedom that He brings. Please pray therefore as the teams go out this 

Friday and the following Tuesday that they will all know the power of the Lord to lead them 

to those who really need the personal freedom that only Jesus can bring. 

Your prayers are vital and a great encouragement to the teams. If you are not yet a part of 

the prayer pastors WhatsApp group I encourage you to join. Contact Irene for details. 

God bless, from Brian, Chorley Street Pastors 

For more information speak to Hetti, Irene, William 

 

“the Lord has always done great things with the few to reach the many” 
 

Jesus is the Hope that the world needs  
 

We’re all going on a 

Shell Hunt 
( Shells in Southport ???? ) 

Where ....   Ainsdale Beach Southport 

When .....Saturday  7th August 

Bring your own food, chairs 

Walk, Sit, Talk, play games 

Young and old welcome 
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If your local business would like a free advert in the Gazette, please contact the Editor 

 St Johns and Clayton Brook now have a Virgin Money Giving Account which allows donations to 

either church by going onto the Virgin Money Giving website.   You then search for St John the 

Evangelist, Whittle le Woods and we come up in the charity section as "The Parochial  

Church Council of St John the Evangelist,  Whittle le Woods. Reg. Number 1134259".  

Donations can be gift aided and specified to a particular project. 

AJF Professional Sprayers & Decorators 
 

07971571665 - 01257412775 
 

www.ajfprofessionaldecorators.co.uk 
 

A professional decorating company  
based in Whittle-le-Woods.  

We spray PVC, doors, windows, kitchens,  
interiors and everything in between.   
Please get in touch for a quotation. 

Olympic Gold 

This month should see the start of the Tokyo 

Olympics, having been postponed from last 

year due to the Coronavirus pandemic. A 

number of New Testament letters refer to 

Olympic sport including Hebrews: ‘Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a 

great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so 

easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Let 

us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith’   (Hebrews 12:1-2). 

The Christian life is compared to a long-distance race, but despite the struggles and 

obstacles, there is a great crowd of witnesses cheering us on. We have a heavenly 

Father who loves us and a Saviour who has run the race before us. If we keep our 

eyes fixed on Jesus, He will enable us to finish the race. 

http://www.ajfprofessionaldecorators.co.uk/
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EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN •  
for urgent prayer or emergency prayer:   
Tel: Sandra or  
any of the prayer chain members: 
 
 Gill Wright 

 Ann Harris  

 Christine Whiteside 

 Francis & Peter Grieve 

 Dedrah Moss 

 Julie Summers 

 Lorraine Cliffe 

 Ethel Rowbottom 

 David Barlow 

 Sandra Cameron 

 Alex Jones 

 Cath Orr 

The prayer chain is still up and  
running during these unusual days.   
If you have an urgent or emergency 

prayer, then telephone any of the 
numbers below. 

Thank you to everyone who  
has contributed to this  

month’s Gazette.   
Please send in your articles & 

comments for the SEPTEMBER  

edition before the end of  

AUGUST to: 
 

Cath Orr 
 
 

The editor would welcome  

comments on any article  

in this gazette 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Living Waters Food 
Bank: 
Thank you so very much to everyone who 
supports the food bank through single 
donations and standing orders. We are so 
grateful and it allows us to do so much 
more. Please consider sending a gift 
through our bank transfer or look on our 
facebook page. We are so grateful to you 
for your kindness and generosity to those 
less fortunate.  
Please message us or add your email in 
the bank reference box if we can claim 
gift aid.  
 
Food cannot be left in our churches at the 
moment but if you are in Chorley you can 
still drop off donations at Living Waters 
Church, in Bolton Street.  Tuesdays & 
Fridays 10am to 2pm.  Or give a money 
donation on their website:  
www.facebook.com/LWStorehouse  
or—most supermarkets have food bank 
trolleys 

http://www.facebook.com/LWStorehouse

