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 St Johns and Clayton Brook now have a Virgin Money Giving Account which allows donations to 

either church by going onto the Virgin Money Giving website.   You then search for St John the 

Evangelist, Whittle le Woods and we come up in the charity section as "The Parochial  

Church Council of St John the Evangelist,  Whittle le Woods. Reg. Number 1134259".  

Donations can be gift aided and specified to a particular project. 

Dear Friends  

It is wonderful to see spring in the air (and in the ground), the days getting longer, and a 
lessening of lockdown and other restrictions on the way. It is heart-warming, too, to be able 
to celebrate the hugely impressive roll out of the vaccine, so far. All this is so encouraging.  

However, the pace is still very slow, the approach is still very cautious, and the road ahead 
still looks a long one. What is more, we are still riddled with uncertainty. Will the vaccine 
prove as effective as it appears in these early days? Will new variants arise and find their 
way around it? What will our summer holidays look like? How ‘normal’ will life by be the 
autumn?  

These uncertainties spill over into our life as the people of God. How open can our build-
ings be? When will (insert name) feel ready to come back to church? When will singing be 
allowed again? When I do come back, what will it feel like to see people I haven’t seen for 
a year or more? And—we need to face this one—what if I prefer ‘church’ at home, on the 
sofa, with a cup of tea? (I put the word ‘church’ in inverted commas because church is, by 
definition, a gathering of Christian people.)  

Uncertainty can produce fear and such fear can cause us to be uneasy and even irritable 
with other people. With that in mind, I was drawn to these famous words from Colossians, 
and suggest that they are particularly appropriate as we approach the first anniversary of 
lockdown and begin to think about the shape of opening up again:  
12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate 
hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one 
has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you 
also must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything together 
in perfect harmony. (Colossians chapter 3)  

How interesting that the quality which Paul most emphasises and repeats if forgiveness. He 
is so helpfully realistic. We will irritate and upset one another from time to time—so bear 
with each other. Be realistic. Be understanding. Don’t get unduly upset. Let it wash over 
you. And if you have been hurt by another, forgive him or her. Let it go. Just as the Lord 
has let your sins go.  

We don’t know what lies ahead. I am still in the ‘plan a month or two ahead’ frame of 
mind. All that is difficult. How appropriate and helpful will it be to put on the beautiful set 
of clothes described by Paul, above.  

Your brother in Christ  

Philip  
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LOVE  FUND 
The Love Fund consists of donations of money from various 

members of both our churches.  This can be used for anyone in 
our church or parish who is in need of help.  If you are in 

financial need for whatever purpose : shopping, bills, loss of 

income etc during this pandemic, then get in touch with  
Philip or Paul and they will be happy to help you. 

email: info@stjohnsandclaytonbrook.uk 
tel:  01257 515141 

www.stjohnsandclaytonbrook.uk/contact-us 

The Revd Dr Herbert McGonigle, considers the problem of prayer.  

When your prayer is not answered 
2 Cor. 12:8; ‘Three times I asked the Lord about this …BUT…’  

P aul is talking about one of the most mysterious and one of the most baffling aspects of 

prayer – when God does not say yes.  On the face of it, Paul’s prayer was very 

modest.  For some time he had been troubled by ‘a thorn in the flesh.’  He doesn’t tell us what 

the ‘thorn’ was and down the centuries theologians and commentators have made 

suggestions. Most of them have thought that the affliction was physical because Paul says it 

was ‘in the flesh.’ Some have suggested that he suffered from epileptic fits which caused him 

to fall down, while others have suggested that he was laid low by constant fevers or that he 

had very poor eyesight, the last based on his remarks in Galatians 6:11. But in spite of this 

great servant of the Lord praying earnestly three times that the thorn would be removed, God 

did not answer as Paul expected. A number of things in this passage (verses 7-10) are very 

helpful to all of us in the matter of prayer. 

F irst, although God’s answer was not what Paul asked for, God did answer him. God is 

never indifferent to the prayers we utter from the depth of our heart. Unlike the idol Baal in 

the Old Testament story about Elijah, (1 Kings 18) the God and Father of our Lord Jesus is not 

on a journey, nor is He busy elsewhere, nor is He sleeping. He hears our prayers and our cries 

when we come to Him in our need and pain and distress. 

S econd, although Paul did not get the answer he wanted, God made him a wonderful 

promise. He said, ‘My grace is sufficient for you’ (v.9).  This was not what Paul asked for, 

yet what a promise it was! God said in effect. ‘I will not take the thorn away – but my daily 

grace is all-sufficient.’ In spite of the thorn, Paul will triumph. When God gives us all-sufficient 

grace, it will take care of everything in our lives. 

T hirdly, Paul learnt that God’s wonderful grace meant that in his weakness ‘the power of 

Christ’ (v.9) would be with him, the power that would make him effective and fruitful in his 

ministry. 

F ourthly, this experience taught Paul that he could be ‘content with weaknesses and 

insults’ (v.10) because it was for Christ’s sake, and when he is weak in himself, he is 

strong in Christ (v.10). 

So what about unanswered prayer? Unless our prayer was selfish and not for our good in the 

first place, God does answer our cry. When the answer is not what we expected, then it means 

that our loving Father has something for us even better and more important than what we 

asked for. 
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So, what are we saying? 

This month, let’s look at the word Hosannah. We sing it in many of our worship songs and we 

know the crowd shouted it as Jesus entered Jerusalem, but what does it actually mean? 

This is a very interesting word, and is related to Jesus’s Hebrew name. It is actually 2 words –  

Hosi ana which mean Save Us. Jesus’s name was Yeshua which means salvation and is very similar 

to names such as Joshua. There is no letter J in the Hebrew alphabet, so all names such as James, 

Judas, etc, actually began with Y originally. 

 In Psalm 98:1 we read: 

 ‘Sing to the Lord a new song, 

     for he has done marvellous things; 

 his right hand and his holy arm 

     have worked salvation for him.’ 

The original Hebrew uses hoshiah for the word which is translated salvation.   
 
In Psalm 20:9 the writer prays: 

 ‘Lord, give victory to the king! 

    Answer us when we call!’ 

Here, the word translated as victory is actually hosha  from the same root word [again – don’t ask 

about the alterations Hebrew words can go through unless you want a really, really long explanation. 

Just think of English with words such as give, gives, gave, given all coming from the same root] 

So, when the crowds shouted Hosannah/ Hosi ana on Palm Sunday they were, unwittingly perhaps,  

prophesying that Jesus would save all those who believed in Him. Hosannah, indeed – Lord save us. 

   -  Irene Flack 

Irene would welcome your comments on this article. 

Spring Harvest 2021 goes online 
Christian festival Spring Harvest has axed its 2021 in-person events, saying it is “no longer viable 

or responsible” to host the gatherings at their flagship Butlins locations. 

Spring Harvest continues to plan for events in 2022. But in the meantime, Spring Harvest Home 

2021, the online event which has already been months in the planning, is set to be “bolder and bet-

ter than ever before”. Spring Harvest will now start online on Easter Sunday evening. 

You need to pay this year to access it.  £55 for two devices or £75 for three devices.  Which means 

that different members of your family can watch different events at the same time!  To book your 

tickets:  www.springharvest.org 

‘Have you noticed that being an adult now is mostly just googling how to do stuff’ 
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Our communities have all been being affected by the 
Covid-19 pandemic: our schools, hospitals, neighbours, 
churches, friends and families, so when we’re out on our 
daily walk, let’s turn the time to prayer.  That’s the 
challenge from HOPE Together, which is encouraging 
Christians to walk and pray in 2021. 
 
HOPE is bringing together resources and ideas for prayer 
walking from many UK prayer ministries. An app is also 
being developed to track where Christians have walked 
and prayed throughout the UK. This is part of a worldwide 
Every Home for Christ initiative called Oikos, which aims 
to take the Christian message of hope to every home on 
the planet over the next 20 years. 
To find out more visit www.hopetogether.org.uk/
prayerwalk21 

Under lockdown, millions of us who rarely walked around 
our immediate locality are now well acquainted with every 
nearby driveway, every crack in the pavement, and every 
pothole in the road. We have developed views on our 
neighbours’ gardens, on their oddly coloured garage 
doors, and on their dogs, children and cars. If we go out 
at the same time every day, we may even be saying hello 
to the same people we don’t know every day. 
 
For many of us, that daily walk has become the high point 
of our day. After all, it is one of the few liberties we 
have left.  Some of us go early, to enjoy the relative 
peace and quiet.  Some of us go midday, to at least see 
other people, even if we can’t talk to them. Others of us 
opt for dusk, the dark comfort of a street with lit 
houses and stars in the sky. 
 
Whatever time you most enjoy, make sure you do make 
the time to go for your walk.  Your mental and physical 
fitness can only improve! 

Let us not become weary in doing good”  Galatians 6:9 
As we walk on in this lockdown, or as one family member 
recently said to me “plodding along” let us keep doing good 

even if it is a plod. Plodding on your walk each day but 
turning it to prayer. Plodding on in your Zoom mid-week 
group even when you’re all zoomed out. Plodding on packing 
another food bank box wondering if the need will ever 
stop. Plodding on as we mark one year since the start of 

the first national lockdown. 
Together all our plodding is part of the solution as we fol-
low a faithful God who patiently and faithfully never gives 
up on us.  
Rachel Jordan-Wolf 

Executive director, HOPE Together  
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Do your children need help with their English? 

Virtual tuition, via Zoom, offered to all ages.  

£15 per hour 

Contact Irene Flack MA  at 

n0rthernstar58@gmail.com  

for further information 

The Revd Dr Jo White considers what it can really mean to ‘worship’ 

Reflected Faith:  with all your soul, strength and mind  
 
I believe there were two key elements to gathered worship. The first is that there should be 
a welcome for everyone. 
The second I’d like to propose is that gathered worship is absolutely concentrated 
on enabling and allowing our hearts and souls to be closer to the God whom we are 
worshipping. 
 
In other words, whatever takes places, whatever words or music or readings, preaching, 
with or without Communion, whatever it is – is all intentionally allowing us to be closer to 
God. 
 
Sounds very high and mighty doesn’t it! To put it in simpler language: When I was ordained 
a deacon, my Training Incumbent told me that if I didn’t know what I was doing or where I 
should be standing etc at any part of the service, to just stay still. The aim was, at its worst, 
for me not to get between people and God. At its best, it was for me to help enable the gap 
to be closed. 
 
I recall my very first service as a brand-new Deacon in a new part of the country and in a 
very different church from my previous 
experiences. The service was one I was completely 
unfamiliar with, so the Vicar said, It’s easy, just do 
what I do. If I stand, you stand, and so on.  Just follow 
me.’ 
 
Well I did. There were hymns, a chant from the choir, 
congregational anthems, Bible readings, intercessions, 
prayers and finally a money collection. I had followed 
the Vicar in every step, up and down to the altar, 
standing and sitting. It seemed to go on a long time!  
As he stood for what I thought was the final blessing, I 
rose with him and started to follow. But he stopped at 
the base of the pulpit and whispered, ‘I’m going to give 
the sermon – you may sit!’ 
 
This month:    Whether you physically go to a gathered 
service in church or are watching/participating online, 
have a look around you. Is this worship drawing you in 
to God’s love?  Is it encouraging you to explore deeper 
what His love and grace means in your daily life?  
What’s the attitude of those who are leading in any 
way, and that of the people around you?  
But most of all – what’s our attitude? 

mailto:n0rthernstar58@gmail.com
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The Revd Peter Crumpler, a Church of England priest in St Albans, Herts, and a former 

communications director for the CofE, considers all that mothers have done for us this  

past year. 

Mothering Sunday 14 March   

Let’s clap for mothers! 
  As Mother’s Day approaches, let’s hear it for all the mothers 

who have been on the frontline of helping our country survive the 
Covid pandemic! 
Just as we’ve clapped on our doorsteps for the NHS and other 
heroes, let’s applaud all that mothers have done – often balancing 
home and employment – during these long lockdown months. 

 Research shows that mums have carried out most of the home schooling and 
household tasks – with many also holding down important frontline roles in the NHS 
and other essential services.  Women spent more than twice as much time as men on 

their children’s home schooling and development during the lockdown, 
according to a study by University College London. It measured how 

parents responded while schools and nurseries were closed to most 
families. 
The survey, reported by the Guardian newspaper, found that 
women across several age groups took the major share of 

childcare and home schooling. Those with primary school-aged 

children “were considerably more likely” to have given up working 
than fathers with children of the same age. 

 The pressure on families was further increased as many grandparents and other 
carers were unable to help. Family and friendship networks were put under strain with 
contacts restricted to online Zoom or Facetime calls that are often difficult with 

younger children. 
Mothers are at the frontline of helping our children cope with – and then 
recover from – the effects of the Covid pandemic and the extended 
lockdowns.  Many working mothers lost their jobs because of the 
pandemic, and families will be hard-pressed to make up for the 

income lost. Food bank provider, the Trussell Trust has warned 
churches to prepare for a ‘tidal wave’ of poverty and to be ready to 
help their local communities. 
 This Mother’s Day, daffodils and chocolate may seem very thin 
reward for the major contribution of mums across our nation.  As we 

celebrate Mother’s Day, let’s recognise the amazing efforts made by mothers in the 
home with their children. 
 

 

 

 

 Life doesn’t 
come with  
a manual.  

It comes with  
a mother 

Mothers are 
like buttons. 

They hold  
everything  
together  

 
A mother’s hug 

lasts long after 

she lets go 
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“We were so grateful for the day the Waterways Chaplain popped 
a card under our door. The Chaplain assisted with our immediate 
problems and stayed in touch with us until we were back on our 
feet.” A boaters’ thanks  
 

 

Please feel free to come and find out whether 

being a volunteer waterways chaplain is for      

you. 

 >   You will find out what we stand for, who 

  we help and how we aim to come        

  alongside people in God’s love on the     

  towpath. 

 > You don’t have to have a boat or be      

  ordained  -  just a desire to share God’s  

  love to those you meet. 

 > Would you like to be part of a team?  

 > There is no obligation to join if you  

  attend.  

 
“Act justly, love 

 mercy, walk  
humbly with your  
God” Micah 6:8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Is God talking to  
you about a  

ministry out of the  
four walls of the  
church, being his  
feet, hands and  
voice in a very  

special community? 
 
 
 
 
VENUE:  

Zoom (joining sent nearer 

time)  

Join earlier for 9:30 start 

Breaks for comfort and 

Lunch 

Aim to finish for 2:30  

Could  YOU  be a Waterways Chaplain? 
 

Would you like to find out more? 

Come and find out Wednesday 

24th March 2021 @ 9:30am—free 

Please let us know if you are coming and how many  -  you are welcome to invite friends 
As there is no obligation. 
 
Find out more through our website: www.waterwayschaplaincy.org.uk 
 
Contact Lead Chaplain (North) Barbara.davis@workplacematters.org.uk 
          (South) Sarah.hayes@workplacematters.org.uk 
 

— or — contact Peter & Frances Grieve for the zoom invitation details 
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The Suffering Church 
 

Would you survive in North Korea? 
 

A question asked by Open Doors, one of the agencies that we support at St Johns and 
Clayton Brook. Open Doors produce a world watch list every year about the 50 most diffi-
cult countries in which to be a follower of Jesus, and for many years North Korea has been 
at the top of that list. 
 

At the end of the second world war the Christian Community accounted for some 2-3% of 
the population of Korea, with the north being the powerhouse of Korean Christianity, with 
an estimated 300,000 Christians. In 1948 Korea was divided into two nations and in 1950 
the North Korean leader Kim Il-sung, ordered a surprise attack on the south and so began 
the Korean war. Most missionaries and church leaders fled the country, with about 500 dy-
ing ibn captivity.  
 

In South Korea the church has grown rapidly and now accounts for some 30% of the popu-
lation. In contrast North Korea, now ruled by the grandson of Kim Il-sung is a place of terri-
ble persecution and only God knows how many faithful followers of Jesus remain there at 
present. 
 

So as we think of our own church, imagining that we cannot meet in person. After the last 
12 months that wont take a big stretch of our imagination. But what if we don’t even know 
who the other members of our church are? And that to find out could be dangerous, even 
more dangerous if anybody found out that you were a Christian. There are stories of cou-
ples who were both secret Christians but only found out years into their marriage. 
 

How would anybody find out? Well people in our neighbourhood would be trained to spot 
us, perhaps a short prayer of thanksgiving before eating whilst closing our eyes, humming a 
Christian hymn or tune. Perhaps your children might inadvertently give you away by telling 
their teachers that you read form a black book! It would all seem like being a member of the 
Resistance in France during the second world war….but worse. 
 

North Korea, the most dangerous place to follow Jesus since 2002, secret believers know-
ing they could be imprisoned, tortured and even killed if their faith was discovered. Brother 
Simon, who has supported North Korean Christians through networks in China for many 
years says ”If you are arrested for being a follower of Jesus in most cases your life is over”. 
You will be sent to a detention centre, interrogated and tortured for a few months and if you 
survive and are not executed sent to a labour camp for political prisoners. Nobody is ever 
released form these camps !! And its not just you. Every member of your family would be 
found guilty by association and face a similar punishment.   
 

The persecution is increasing and miraculously so is the church 
 

Most North Korean Christians are already poor, there are often food shortages and during 
the pandemic prices have quadrupled. North Koreans call Covid-19 the ghost disease as 
the North Korean government doesn’t admit to any pandemic cases. Many North Korean 
Christians have escaped to China but this is becoming increasingly difficult, the border be-
ing more heavily guarded than before. Bribes cost thousands of dollars, difficult enough in 
such a poor country, and then there is no guarantee of freedom. Guards often have a quota 
of the number of arrests they have to make, and of course not everyone trying to cross into 
China is a Christian. If you are caught a labour camp awaits. 
 

Once in China you are an illegal immigrant subject to all sorts of constraint; many women 
are trafficked into marriage with Chinese men which can be little better than slavery, even 
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then better than staying in North Korea. North Korean Christians go to China so that they 
can receive bible teaching and fellowship as well as food; incredibly many believers choose 
to return home to North Korea! 
 

Brother Simon’s vision for the North Korean Church is summed up as survive, strengthen, 
equip and go. The first concern of the persecuted church is survival, although even when 
circumstances are difficult, they want to be God’s witnesses and to reach their own people 
with the Gospel. 
 

God has miraculously opened the door for North Korean Christians to receive help in China, 
in spite of all the difficulties. There they are strengthened and equipped with training in safe 
houses and through radio programmes, work Open Doors is hoping to expand. And we 
shouldn’t forget Open Doors workers, paid for by our donations, whose roles are also very 
dangerous, and who need our constant prayer.  
 

Open Doors workers like Peter and Matthew work with those who have already heard of Je-
sus, providing spiritual and physical support to help them survive the North Korean system 
and  are aware of the dangers they face, Christian workers being killed being all too com-
mon. North Korean agents are active in China tracking down and killing Christian missionar-
ies. Can we imagine what it would be like never to feel safe, with a constant risk of being 
caught by an agent? 
 

North Korea once had a thriving and growing Christian church before the current regime 
came to power in the 1950s and there is a strong belief amongst Jesus’ followers that God 
wants to restore faith in Jesus there, and that North Korea will become a beacon for God’s 
church across the world. 
 

Well, how would you or I survive in North Korea? I suspect I would find it very difficult 
and reading this makes me extremely grateful that God has placed me here and that I 
should never take for granted the freedom I enjoy to worship, witness and serve Jesus in 
this place.  
 

And what an inspiration that Jesus’ followers in North Korea remain faithful to Him in all cir-
cumstances and are helped in so many ways by the two organisations that our church sup-
ports Barnabas Fund and Open Doors. If you want to support them you can contact them on 
their websites www.barnabasfund.org and www.opendoorsuk.org. 
 

A Living Hope 
“Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where 

Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on earthly 

things. For you died, And your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is 

your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in Glory”  Colossians 3: 1 - 4. 

  -  David Barlow 

about:blank
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The Revd Peter Crumpler, has a football story to tell…………... 

Football club takes faith to the airwaves 
 Thousands of BBC local radio listeners across England recently tuned in to an unusual 

sporting-themed church service. 

 It wasn’t broadcast from a typical place of worship, a church or a cathedral, but from 

Wycombe Wanderers FC – a football club in the Championship, the second rung of English soccer. 

Four of the team’s leading players joined the Buckinghamshire club’s chaplain Benedict Musola for 

the special act of worship broadcast across the country’s 38 BBC local radio stations. 

Professional footballers Adebayo Akinfenwa, Jason McCarthy, Alex Samuel and Cameron Yates 

spoke of their Christian faith during the 30-minute service broadcast in January.  Chaplain Benedict 

Musola explained how the team prayed on the pitch before matches and held regular Bible studies at 

their training ground. 

 He told listeners: “I am grateful for the opportunity to serve God in this role, which uniquely 

combines my passion for God and my passion for football.” 

The service featuring Wycombe Wanderers underlined the close links between football and faith. 

In ‘Thank God for Football,’ (SPCK, 2006), author Peter Lupson featured chapters on the Christian 

roots of soccer clubs including Aston Villa, Barnsley, Birmingham City, Bolton Wanderers, 

Everton, Fulham, Liverpool, Manchester City, Queen’s Park Rangers, Southampton, Swindon Town 

and Tottenham Hotspur. 

  Last December, League Two side Bradford City FC hosted an online carol service with 

Bradford Cathedral.  It included readings and contributions from City manager Stuart McCall, and 

players Billy Clarke, Clayton Donaldson and Richard O’Donnell. The service was streamed across 

all the Yorkshire club’s social media channels. 

 A spokesperson for the club explained: “An online carol service has been a possibility for a 

while now, and 2020 presented the perfect opportunity to do so.  “This year has been far from 

straightforward in every sense, but we hope our service brought some much-needed festive cheer as 

we approached a 2021 full of promise and positivity.” 

 The Wycombe Wanderers service is one of a series of Christian acts of worship broadcast on 

BBC local radio stations at 8am on Sundays since the onset of the pandemic last March. 

The services have included speakers and musicians from a wide range of denominations and have 

won praise for easing feelings of loneliness and isolation.  The Sunday services have formed part of 

the important role played by local media during the series of lockdowns. 

Callers to BBC local radio stations – often 

older people – have been expressing their 

thanks for keeping them in touch and raising 

their spirits during the pandemic. 

Commenting on the church services, Chris 

Burns, Head of Local Radio for the BBC, 

said: “We know from personal testament just 

how important these broadcasts have proved 

to be. They have played an important role in 

bringing communities together virtually so 

no one need feel they are on their own.  “We 

expanded our religious programming on the 

first weekend of lockdown in March and will 

continue to broadcast services and 

reflections until life returns to normal.” 

“Sundays are 
for Faith  
Family &  
Football  

in that order” 
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Church 
David Barlow brings us some thoughts on Church and what it means to us. (with 

thanks to J. John and Mark Stibbe) 
 
Of course we always need to remember that a church is not a building or a denomination, it 

is individuals called together by Jesus, united by the Holy Spirit to praise and worship God, 

to love one another and serve the community around them. There are no Methodists, 

Anglicans, Catholics, Orthodox, Baptists, Brethren, or any other denomination in the 

Kingdom of God; only saved sinners !! 
 
“Going to church doesn’t make you a Christian any more than going to McDonalds makes 

you a hamburger” Keith Green, Christian song writer in Jesus Commands us to Go! 

 
“The church used to be a lifeboat; is it now in danger of becoming a criuise ship? In the 

early church the Bible says that they were all amazed, now in our churches people just want 

to be entertained” Leonard Ravenhill  
 
What do an aeroplane, a bicycle and a church have in common? If they stop going forward 

you’re in trouble! 
 
You quickly lose interest in the church if you have nothing invested in it. 
 
The world at its worst needs the church at its best. 
 
The church that does not evangelise will fossilise. 
 
“The church is the only society in the world that exists for the benefit of its non-members”.  
Archbishop William Temple 
 
In one church the minister, apparently fed up with all the excuses given over the years as to 

why people don’t go to church included these 10 reasons ‘why I never wash’ in his Sunday 

notices. 

1 I was forced to as a child 

2 People who wash are hypocrites; they think they are cleaner than everybody else. 

3 There are so many different kinds of soap, I cant decide which one is best. 

4 I used to wash but got bored and stopped. 

5 I wash only on special occasions like Christmas, Easter and Remembrance Sunday. 

6 None of my friends wash. 

7 I will start washing when I get older and dirtier. 

8 The bathroom is never warm enough in winter or cool enough in summer. 

9 I can’t spare the time. 

10 People who make soap are only after your money. 

 

Things you rarely, if ever, hear in church. 

1 Its my turn to sit in the front pew 

2 I was so enthralled I never noticed that your sermon was 20 minutes longer then 

usual. 

3 Personally, I find witnessing much more enjoyable than golf or……. 

4 I love it when we sing hymns I have never heard before. 

5 Nothing inspires me and strengthens my commitment like our annual stewardship 

campaign. 

6 I can’t wait for our next PCC meeting. 
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Marilyn Raeburn wants to draw our attention to this hymn: 
 

Jesus, stand among us 
At the meeting of our lives; 

Be our sweet agreement 
At the meeting of our eyes. 

O Jesus, we love You, so we gather here; 
Join our hearts in unity and take away our fear. 

 
So to You we're gathering 

Out of each and every land; 
Christ the love between us 
At the joining of our hands. 

O Jesus, we love You, so we gather here; 
Join our hearts in unity and take away our fear.  

©  Graham Kendrick 

28 March PALM SUNDAY Jesus at the gates of Jerusalem 

Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday, when the  

Church remembers how Jesus arrived at the gates  

of Jerusalem just a few days before the Passover was  

due to be held. He was the Messiah come to His own  

people in their capital city, and yet He came in humility,  

riding on a young donkey, not in triumph, riding on a war-horse. 

As Jesus entered the city, the crowds gave Him a rapturous welcome,  

throwing palm fronds into His path.  They knew His reputation as a  

healer, and welcomed Him.  But sadly, the welcome was short-lived and 

shallow, for Jerusalem would soon reject her Messiah, and put Him to death. 

On this day churches worldwide will distribute little crosses made from palm 

fronds in memory of Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem. 

(there might be a change of plan this year because of covid restrictions) 

If your local business would like a free  
advert in the Gazette, please contact  

the Editor 

AJF Professional Sprayers  
& Decorators 

 
07971571665 - 01257412775 

 
www.ajfprofessionaldecorators.co.uk 

 
A professional decorating company  

based in Whittle-le-Woods.  
We spray PVC, doors, windows, 

kitchens, interiors and  
everything in between.   

Please get in touch for a quotation. 

http://www.ajfprofessionaldecorators.co.uk/
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The UK's top supermarkets will not be stocking The Real Easter Egg in 2021. For the 

past ten years Tesco, Waitrose, ASDA and Morrisons have made room on their 

shelves for The Real Easter Egg.  

However, the pandemic led to the supermarkets having a disastrous Easter  as people 

stayed away from high streets.  This year, supermarket buyers were told to cut brands, 

reduce the volumes and in some cases ask for stock to be supplied at a loss or cost 

price. It means there will be fewer brands, including the Real Easter Egg, on their 

shelves this Easter.  

This year's eggs are available from www.realeasteregg.co.uk   

Other Christian sites are also selling them. 

For Easter 2021, there are seven types of Real Easter Eggs available, all with new 

content. Each egg has an edition of the Easter story included. The Original, Dark, 

Special Edition and our new White 2021 eggs are plastic free and all our chocolate is 

Palm Oil free.    

CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL 
Every year the church electoral roll has to be updated. 

If you have changed your address, telephone number, email  
address, or had any births in your family in the last 12 months, 

please let me know—Cath Orr—my contact details are  
on the last page of this gazette. 

There will be an email sent out to everyone in March with an  
electoral roll application attached.  Please fill it in if you are new to 
our church, St John’s and Clayton Brook, or to amend your details 

as mentioned above. 
All this has to be done in the month of March, so please  

do this as soon as you can.  Thank you everyone. 
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EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN •  
for urgent prayer or emergency prayer:   
Tel: Sandra  or  
any of the prayer chain members: 
 
 Gill Wright 

 Ann Harris  

 Jean Grindrod 

 Christine Whiteside 

 Francis & Peter Grieve 

 Dedrah Moss 

 Julie Summers 

 Lorraine Cliffe 

 Ethel Rowbottom 

 David Barlow 

 Sandra Cameron 

 Alex Jones 

 Cath Orr 

The prayer chain is still up and  
running during these unusual days.   
If you have an urgent or emergency 

prayer, then telephone any of the 
numbers below. 

Thank you to everyone who  
has contributed to this  

month’s Gazette.   
Please send in your articles & 

comments for the APRIL  
edition  -  before the end of  

MARCH to: 
 

Cath Orr 
The editor would welcome  

comments on any article  

in this gazette 

 

If you wish to contact anyone in 

the gazette, please use the contact 

form on this website. 
 

Marilyn Raeburn is concerned about 
children not getting enough citrus fruit in 
their diet, and asks us to consider 
donating a tin of fruit in juice to the food 
bank…………….Good idea. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Living Waters Food 
Bank: 
Thank you so very much to everyone who 
supports the food bank through single 
donations and standing orders. We are so 
grateful and it allows us to do so much 
more. Please consider sending a gift 
through our bank transfer or look on our 
facebook page. We are so grateful to you 
for your kindness and generosity to those 
less fortunate.  
Please message us or add your email in 
the bank reference box if we can claim 
gift aid.  
 
Food cannot be left in our churches at the 
moment but if you are in Chorley you can 
still drop off donations at Living Waters 
Church, in Bolton Street.  Tuesdays & 
Fridays 10am to 2pm.  Or give a money 
donation on their website:  
www.facebook.com/LWStorehouse  
or—most supermarkets have food bank 
trolleys 
 

http://www.facebook.com/LWStorehouse

