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Dear Friends  

Should Winston Churchill go?  

A few weeks ago, as you know, the statue of Edward Colston was pulled down and dumped 
in Bristol harbour. As a man who made his fortune from trading slaves, many would think, 
quite right. A few days later there were calls for Winston Churchill’s statue to go, and 
‘Churchill was a racist’ was scrawled over the plinth. For many—myself included—Churchill 
is a great hero. However, I have always acknowledged that he held some fairly despicable 
views and committed some reprehensible acts. I can understand that there are people who 
hate him, even today.  

But, then, should Millicent Fawcett go? Her statue was unveiled in Parliament Square two 
years ago—the first and so far only woman. She was a suffragette and champion of women’s 
rights, now held in great honour. However, she also held racist views and even approved of 
the use of concentration camps by the British in South Africa, camps in which tens of 
thousands perished. Should she go?  

Or should we disinter the body of the great missionary David Livingstone, buried in 
Westminster Abbey, because he helped to open up Africa to colonialism?  

Point made, I think! The Mayor of London, the Archbishop of Canterbury, and others are 
calling for a review of statues in public places and cathedrals and other buildings. The 
problem is, or will be, where on earth do you start, where do you stop, and how do you 
decide?  

I suggest that it is an impossible task. Here is why. All these demonstrations against certain 
people and this calling for statues to be removed depend on a simplistic and wrong view of 
the world. It depends on an understanding that there are oppressors and the oppressed. Or, as 
I suggested in my most recent sermon, that there are goodies and baddies. If I am honest, this 
is actually the view of the world that I should like. It would suit my temperament! Some 
people are good and some people are bad. If only we could get rid of the bad people and keep 
the good people, all would be well.  

However, as Jesus said, ‘No one is good except God alone.’ Or as Paul has said, ‘all (without 
exception) have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.’ Pause for a moment, and it 
doesn’t take a great deal of thought to realise that the great dividing line of the world does not 
run between one set of people and another—oppressed and oppressor, good and bad. It 
actually runs through the heart of every individual. It runs through your heart, and mine. In 
my life and in yours there is good and there is bad. This is what Jesus said:  

Out of the heart come evil thoughts – murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false 
testimony, slander.  These are what defile a person . . . (Matthew 15:19-20)  

There may be a case for addressing our history and how we remember it and commemorate it. 
I think it is an impossible task, but I can understand why people are calling for it. But it is not 
the answer, because the problem is not our history, nor a certain class of people, but the 
human heart. So the only answer is a transformed heart. And there is only one who can do 
that. Do you know him, and have you come to him for transformation?  

Your brother in Christ  

Philip  
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To rebuild our troubled world. 
 
I felt very low after hearing all what was going on in our country. Bad enough we have had 
lockdown for months, but now and when it seems a glimpse  of things getting back to 
normal, we hear about all these riots in our cities, that started as peaceful marches but 
have ended up in so much hate and aggression. Shameful  behaviour.  Pop concerts 
allowed to be held with no distancing and drugs resulting in at least one death. People 
acting more like animals than civilized people.  
 
As I was praying for my country and world I opened up my Our Daily bread and the verse 
for the day was Nehemiah  2:18 “Let us start rebuilding” So they began this good work. 
and the prayer below was  “God I need your help. I can’t  fix these problems alone. Help 
me to understand the situation, and then to seek your help and guidance in resolving the 
challenges before me.” 
 
So I know I can’t solve these problems alone but I can pray for Gods help with the 
outcome. I  know you are all praying for our country. 
Pray that things will settle down and the lovely neighbourly love that shone out during the 
lockdown will not be lost as we get back to normal. I pray this in Jesus Name Amen.  
Your sister in Christ,  Julie Summers x 
        ……………………………………………………. 
 
After reading the above, would anyone else like to share with us what has saddened 
you the most during this lockdown  -  or  -  what has given you the most joy.   
Or  -  what have you been doing to fill in your spare time?   
Send in to the editor before the end of July.  Contact details on the last page. 

Free national phoneline bringing worship and prayer 

Government figures show that 2.5 million people aged 75 and above have never used the 

internet. And so, to help them, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, recently 

launched a free national phoneline to bring worship and prayer into the homes of those  

without access to the internet. 

Daily Hope, which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – offers music, prayers and 

reflections as well as full worship services from the Church of England. 

From the Editor………... 
From time to time we have business adverts in the gazette, 
these are paid for by the company who advertises.  The 
PCC have agreed to offer FREE adverts for a limited time 
to anyone who runs a local business, shop, café, restaurant 
etc or who works in a local business which is now starting 
up again after being shut down during lockdown.  If your 
business could benefit from some free advertising, then 
please get in touch with the Editor. 
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The Suffering Church 
 
Lessons in Isolation from the Persecuted Church. 
 
In these strange times it can be easy to give in to fear and anxiety.  The Good News is that 

God never changes! Jesus is the rock upon whom we build our faith and our assurance. This 

is something the persecuted church knows plenty about, and we can learn from their stories 

and their faith now more than ever. Here are some stories to inspire us and help us navigate 

these uncertain times. 
 
Jesus wants His church to be unified, to be one worldwide family of God in His Kingdom. 

Thanks to prayer and support Rikiya from northern Nigeria is getting back on her feet after her 

village was attacked by Boko Haram. The persecution faced by believers like Rikiya isn’t the same 

as the isolation we are currently facing but the lesson is the same; it’s more important than ever 

to love and help one another. 
 
Knowing there is a worldwide family praying for one another can be a great source of 

encouragement. Eun Hye escaped persecution in North Korea. When she finally reached safety 

she was deeply moved by the prayers of people around the world. “These prayers are really 

important. They will lead more people to Jesus in North Korea”. Do keep praying for each other 

and for persecuted Christians across the world that “Thy Kingdom Come”. 
 
Rohan is an Indian Christian whose church was deliberately burned down but he never lost 

sight of God’s sovereignty. “I never thought about giving up, I trusted that God would act and like 

my fellow pastors I know that God remains faithful to His persecuted church”. Regardless of the 

situation, because of Jesus, we can have confidence and hope even when it is hard for our 

minds to comprehend what is happening around us. 
 
For all Christians and particularly those who live under persecution The Holy Spirit is a 

constant assurance that God is there with us and His strength helps us to persevere. Lazar is 

a church leader from Uzbekistan. His church was raided by police who removed all the church 

bibles. “After the raid I read Psalm 91; God is my refuge and strength….I don’t want my life 

governed by fear but by God’s gracious presence and generosity” Lazar’s example can inspire us 

all to live and serve in the current crisis without being governed by fear, living instead in the 

knowledge that God is our help, strength and refuge. 
 
God is trustworthy and we are not abandoned. Aditi a 16-year-old believer from India whose 

family have suffered severe persecution explains “I am always amazed by how God works in 

mysterious ways to answer our prayers and meet our needs. All this time God just wanted to teach 

us how to trust in Him, He never abandoned us” God is there, even when it can be hard to see 

His hand. This time of uncertainty encourages us to pray for God to open our eyes to what 

He is doing around us and have the courage to follow Jesus, love our neighbours and live 

for Him. 
 
- David Barlow 

 
“”The good thing about prayer is that there’s only one way to go wrong,  

and that’s not to do it.  If prayer, at its simplest level, is listening to God  
and talking to Him, you don’t need long books to tell you how to do it.””  – Anon  
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From the Living Waters Food Bank: 
 
Thank you so very much to everyone who supports  the food bank through 
single donations and standing orders as well as donations of food. We are 
so grateful and it allows us to do so much more. Please consider sending a 
gift through our bank transfer as it doesn't incur charges. We are so grateful 
to you for your kindness and generosity to those less fortunate,  
 
Food cannot be left in our churches at the moment but if you are in Chorley 
you can still drop off donations at Living Waters Church, in Bolton Street.   
Tuesdays & Fridays 10am to 2pm.  Or give a money donation on their 
website:  www.facebook.com/LWStorehouse  
or—most supermarkets have food bank trolleys 
 
“We cannot have too much when others have too little”  John Sentamu 

The Frailty of Life 
 
According to one survey, during the lockdown, a quarter of adults in the UK have watched 

or listened to a religious service and one in 20 have started praying. While majority of 

people who contract Covid-19 survive, it reminds us that we are much more frail and weak 

than we like to think. As the prophet Isaiah says: 

‘All people are like grass, and all their faithfulness is like the flowers of the field. The grass 

withers and the flowers fall, because the breath of the Lord blows on them. Surely the 

people are grass. The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God endures 

for ever.’ (Isaiah 40:6-8). 
 
Isaiah’s words really resonate at this time. In more normal times we can avoid facing up to 

our vulnerability, but this pandemic has forced us to recognise our weakness and fragility. 

However, this shouldn’t lead us to despair or fear; rather it is an opportunity to worship and 

praise for his constancy and care. In Peter’s first letter he quotes this passage from Isaiah 

and says, ‘For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, 

through the living and enduring word of God’ (1 Peter 1:23).  
 
Peter contrasts our mortality with the eternal Word of God, which bring us new birth and life 

through the power of the Spirit. Jesus died for our sins and rose again to make us right with 

God, so that through faith in him we can know eternal life. We don’t need to be afraid of our 

frailty, for God is a dependable foundation on which to build our lives and face eternity. 

‘We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree. And wither and perish, but nought 

changeth Thee.’ (Immortal, invisible, Walter C Smith). 
 
From Canon Paul Hardingham 

“O Lord, when I grow weary,  

please help me to remember each and every day;  

to count my blessings and not my crosses;  

to count my gains and not my losses;  

to count my laughs and not my fears;  

to count my joys and not my tears;  

to count my health and not my wealth;  

and most of all,  

to count on GOD and not myself” 
Author Unknown 

http://www.facebook.com/LWStorehouse
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Local is back! 
 
Odd things have been happening to my world in these past weeks of lockdown. 
 
It’s got bigger. I’ve been speaking regularly via the web with friends in Australia and the 

United States. Worshippers from Canada and South Africa are taking part in our online 

church services. Other churches are telling the same stories, with increasing numbers of 

people logging on. 
 
It’s got smaller. Even with the relaxation of regulations, many people are still working from 

home, home-schooling and mostly exercising within walking or cycling distance from 

where they live. 
 
It’s got faster. Arrangements for a funeral in my family were speeded up, with registration 

and funeral planning carried out over the phone. A doctor’s appointment by telephone sig-

nificantly cut down waiting time. 
 
It’s got slower. Shopping takes longer with queues that people would have complained 

about before the lockdown. The shops have done a great job to keep the shelves stocked 

and maintain social distancing. 
 
I’ve been thinking about what the long-term impact of the Covid-19 lockdown might be. 

One of the key outcomes is that local is back. 
 
For decades, we’ve been hearing about globalization, and how the world is a much more 

connected place. It is, and the internet has kept many vital businesses running these past 

weeks. 
 
But we’ve also come to value what’s on our doorstep and in our local streets. 

Neighbours have become more important. We’re valuing local shops, pubs and restau-

rants, parks and open spaces. All the people working hard to keep local services going. 

Christianity is now a major global religion, with billions of followers around the world.  
 
But it began local. It began with Jesus Christ, travelling by foot, preaching and healing 

around a small area of the middle east. From its local roots, the faith spread around the 

world.  Today, churches around the world are deeply rooted in their local communities and 

are seeking to follow Christ’s example of love and caring. 

Each of us is rooted into our family, into our key relationships and into where we live. 

During this pandemic, each of these has grown in importance. 

By Peter Crumpler, a Church of England priest  

I am only one 

I am only one, but I am one. 

I cannot do everything,  

but I can do something. 

What I can do, I ought to do, 

And what I ought to do,  

by the grace of God I will do. 

– Anon 
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The End Of The Road Is But A Bend In The Road 

by Helen Steiner Rice 

When we feel we have nothing left to give 

And we are sure that the "song has ended"-- 

When our day seems over and the shadows fall 

And the darkness of night has descended, 

 

Where can we go to find the strength 

To valiantly keep on trying, 

Where can we find the hand that will dry 

The tears that the heart is crying-- 

 

There's but one place to go and that is to God 

And, dropping all pretence and pride, 

We can pour out our problem without restraint 

And gain strength with Him at our side-- 

 

And together we stand at life's crossroads 

And view what we think is the end, 

But God has a much bigger vision 

And he tells us it's only a bend-- 

 

For the road goes on and is smoother, 

And the "pause in the song" is a "rest," 

And the part that's unsung and unfinished 

Is the sweetest and richest and best-- 

 

So rest and relax and grow stronger, 

Let go and let God share your load, 

Your work is not finished or ended, 

You've just come to "a bend in the road." 

 

Sent in by Roland 

 

What’s your reason  

for going to church? 
Strange times we are living through. The future 

consequences of coronavirus are going to be 

challenging, to say the least. How will our 

churches fare when our buildings are allowed 

to re-open? 

One could say that the reasons for 

churchgoing can be put into three slots, 

‘Culture’, ‘Faith’ and ‘Community’. Many 

churchgoers would probably recognise in 

themselves elements of more than one. 
 
Culture is for those who feel comfortable in 

church. They like the history, the language, the 

buildings, the liturgy and the music, which have 

probably been a part of their lives since they 

were children. All hold comforting memories.   
 
Faith is a link with the meaning of life and its 

eternal promise, somewhere to seek guidance 

through worship and sacrament, and on which 

to lean in times of trouble. A belief in the words 

of Jesus that they are not on their own, even if 

sometimes it feels like it in this world. 
 
Community is for those who like coming to 

church or being associated with it as a flying 

buttress (a phrase of Winston Churchill, who 

described himself as someone who supports 

the church from the outside). They don’t have 

to have a commitment to the faith of the 

Church but are sympathetic and don’t mind 

being with those who do. 
 
It is likely that the ‘old normality’ will not be the 

‘new normality’ and this provokes a few 

thoughts: 

What’s your reason for going to church? 

For the first time in  
history, we can help save 
the human race by lying in 
front of the TV and doing 
nothing.  Let’s not mess 
this one up!  
 

Lord,  
fill my mouth with 
worthwhile stuff,  

and nudge me when 
I’ve said enough!  
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Bible Character Theme Songs  -  by David Barlow 
 

The only trouble with this list is that it gives my age and taste in music away!! I think I may 
have stretched a couple.  
Perhaps if you have 15 minutes in which to do nothing you can think up some yourself or 
alternatives which you can send to the editor. 
 
Old Testament 
Adam and Eve      Strangers in Paradise 
Noah                                                              Sailing/ Over the Rainbow 
Abraham                                                        Never too Late 
Lot                                                                  Go your own way 
Ishmael                                                          The Wanderer 
Jacob                                                              The Long Way Home/Homeward Bound 
Joseph                                                            All I have to do is dream 
Moses                                                             Exodus 
Joshua                                                            When the Going gets Tough 
Ruth/Boaz                                                       The Minute I saw your face 
Samson                                                          Cut Your Hair 
David                                                              The Harder they Fall 
Absalom                                                          I Just Can’t wait to be King 
Solomon                                                         Love the One You’re With 
Jonah                                                              Runaway 
Jezebel                                                           That’s Why the Lady is a Tramp 
Elijah                                                               Sound of Silence 
Daniel                                                              The Lion sleeps tonight 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego               Fire 
Ezekiel                                                            Wheels on Fire 
Isaiah                                                              Future Days 
Nehemiah                                                       Men at Work 
 

New Testament 
Joseph (Marys Husband)                               I heard it through the grapevine 
Mary                                                               Only You 
Wise Men                                                       Stars 
John the Baptist                                              People get Ready 
Salome                                                           I Could Have Danced All Night 
Mary and Martha                                            To know Him is to Love Him 
Lazarus                                                           The Rising/ The Second Time Around 
Zacchaeus                                                      Give it Away 
Prodigal Son                                                   Dead End Street 
Good Samaritan                                             You’ve Got a Friend 
Judas                                                              It’s too Late 
Mary, at the Tomb                                          Please don’t touch 
Peter                                                              Sorry is the Hardest Word 
Paul                                                                I Predict a Riot 

To Philip and Paul  
for producing the Sunday and  
midweek services on youtube 

 St Johns and Clayton Brook now 
have a Virgin Money Giving 

Account which allows donations  
to either church by going onto the 

Virgin Money Giving website.  
You then search for St John the 

Evangelist, Whittle le Woods and  
we come up in the charity section 

as "The Parochial Church Council 
of St John the Evangelist,  

Whittle le Woods. Reg. Number 
1134259". Donations can be gift 

aided and specified to a  
particular project. 
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‘the LORD bless you 
and keep you; 

the LORD make his face  
shine on you 

and be gracious to you; 
the LORD turn his face  

towards you 
and give you peace’ 

 Brian Draper considers blessings in the pandemic…………….. 

Why sometimes you need a broken heart 
 
There is a Hasidic tale which evokes Deuteronomy 11:18, and seems especially apt for 
now: 
‘The pupil comes to the rabbi and asks, “Why does Torah tell us to ‘place these 
words upon our hearts’? Why does it not tell us to place these holy words in our hearts?” 
‘The rabbi answers, “It is because as we are, our hearts are closed, and we cannot place 
the holy words in our hearts. So, we place them on top of our hearts. And there they stay, 
until, one day, the heart breaks, and the words fall in.”’ 
 
It’s often the case that our own breakthroughs seem to happen when we, ourselves, break 
open, isn’t it?  This has been, without doubt, a time of breaking open; if not for us person-
ally, then almost certainly for some of those we know and love. 
And we’re all affected, in different ways. We’ve all experienced disorientation. We’ve all 
lost direct contact with people we love. Many still have no physical contact with others. 
There’s a place for keeping calm and carrying on, but there’s time enough to honour sor-
row, too. 
 
The words of the Aaronic blessing have flowed so beautifully through the world, in song, 
this season. So often, it’s when ‘all is well’ that we perceive God’s blessing in our lives. But 
how resonant, those words, from within a place where all is not?  Perhaps we can treasure 
those words that may have rested gently on our hearts, awaiting the time they fall a little 
further into place. May we thus be open, within this historic opening……………. 
 

If Jesus came to your home to spend a day or two - If He came unexpectedly,  

I wonder what you'd do.   Oh, I know you'd give your nicest room to such an honoured guest, and all the 

food you'd serve Him would be the very best,  And you would keep assuring Him you're glad to have Him 

there - that serving Him in your home is a joy beyond compare.  

But when you saw Him coming would you meet Him at the door,  with arms outstretched in welcome to 

your heavenly Visitor?   Or would you have to change your clothes before you let Him in,  or hide some 
magazines and put the Bible where they'd been?  

Would you turn off the radio and hope He hadn't heard,  and wish you hadn't uttered that last loud, 

hasty word?  Would you hide your worldly music and put some hymn books out?  

Would you let Jesus walk right in, or would you rush about?  

I wonder if the Saviour spent a day or two with you,  would you go right on saying the things you always 
say?  Would life for you continue as it does from day to day? Would your family's conversation keep its 

usual pace, and would you find it hard each meal to say a table grace? 

Would you sing songs you always sing, and read the books you read, and let 

Him know the things on which your mind and spirit feed?  

Would you take Jesus with you everywhere you'd planned to go, Or would 
you, maybe, change your plans for just a day or so?  Would you be glad to 

have Him meet your very closest friends, Or would you hope they'd stay 

away until His visit ends?  

Would you be glad to have Him stay forever on and on, Or would you sigh 

with great relief when He at last was gone? It might be interesting to know 
the things that you would do, if Jesus came in person to spend some time 

with you.   By Lois Blanchard 
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Do you need a new pain killer? 
 
Do you ever take pain killers? If so, do you 

take one for your shoulder, and another one 

for you knee? Of course not. Once the 

painkiller enters your bloodstream, it goes 

everywhere, soothing and damping down 

the pain, and hitting all the right spots. 
 
God works a bit like that on the pain in our 

lives. He has a prescription for ALL the 

problem areas of our lives. Most of us carry 

emotional scars, or a burden, or some 

heartache, around with us.  It may be the 

trauma of loss, or it may be anxiety for our 

family. It may be uncertainty over our jobs, 

and our futures. 
 
Whatever it is, God offers us a prescription 

to help the pain. The psalmist writes: “God 

is our refuge and strength, a very present 

help in trouble.” (Psalm 46:1) Jesus added: 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and 

burdened, and I will give you rest.”  

(Matthew 11:28) 
 
This kind of help is real and immediate and 

there for the asking. We don’t have to put 

up with our dis-ease and struggle alone. 

God, our heavenly Father, is only a prayer 

away.  Not just twice a day, after meals, but 

whenever we need him. 

Speak, don’t Strike! 
 
Now Moses, a prophet of old 
Was obedient wise, and quite bold 
The Israelites he 
Led through the Red Sea 
(They generally did as he told.) 
  
To get to that great Promised Land 
They had to cross miles of sand 
The Desert of Zin 
Caused them to grow thin 
No water or food was to hand. 
  
The people, at this, then rebelled 
At Moses and Aaron they yelled, 
“You and your thick head! 
“We wish we were dead! 
“For drinks and good grub are withheld!” 
  
For Moses, this wasn’t that nice; 
He turned to the Lord for advice, 
“To the rock you must go, 
“And tell it to flow, 
“And water will come in a trice!” 
  
So Moses went out straight away, 
But the people had caused such dismay 
That he disobeyed God – 
Struck the rock with his rod, 
But the water came out anyway. 
  
Said God, (disappointed, of course): 
“I told you to SPEAK to that source, 
“You won’t go, as planned 
“To my promised land, 
“You should have used words, not brute force!”       
  -  Nigel Beeton - 
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A ‘Holding Cross’ 
 
Many churches today are using social media to hold public services – 
either together at the same time or uploaded so you can listen and 
watch at any time and worship in your home when it is convenient for 
you.  I find that having a ‘prayer space’ when I join, as well as when I 
pray alone, enables me to enter into that time of holiness quicker and 
more fruitfully.  It’s like when you physically go to a church building for 
a service. Your hand holds the door handle and you choose to enter 
into a sacred space. 
 
Not many of us have the luxury of a separate space where we 
currently live, and in many ways I prefer not to distinguish prayer life from everyday 
life.  After all, where does one end and the other begin? God is everywhere; in every room 
in the house.  He’s no less in my home or yours than He is in our locked church buildings. 
He’s with me when I pray and when I eat, or cook, or watch TV and so on. 
 
One item I appreciate is a cross that I can hold. Ideally one that completely fits into my 
hand.  There are wooden ‘Holding Crosses’ that you can make or buy especially for this 
purpose, but you can use any material. Perhaps you could make one out of felt and stuff it, 
to give it form and solidity.  I have one made from an old plastic book binding strip, which I 
cut to size. One piece slots into the other, to form the cross shape. 
 
What I appreciate about the holding cross is its firmness, it reminds me that Christ is my 
firm foundation; that God is solid and dependable. It reminds me also that whatever 
happens I will cling to Him. And it tells me that as I hold that cross in my hand so I pray that 
He will hold me forever, never letting me go or fall. 
- The Revd Dr Jo White  

This Summer, there will be an exciting, new five-day online event called Virtually Keswick 
Convention. The virtual Convention will run from Monday 27th to Friday 31st July 
and will focus on the theme of Hope. It will feature teaching, sung worship and seminars 
for adults, youth and children. All the sessions will be held online, and we'd love you to join 
us. It has been organised following the cancellation of the usual Keswick Convention due to 
the current Covid-19 crisis. While we can’t be in Keswick this year, we can meet together 
online. What an encouragement to be part of something bigger – we’re not alone or isolated 
– but together. People from all backgrounds and age groups. "All one in Christ Jesus". It 
promises to be a great time to meet with God through His Word, together. The theme of 
Hope has been chosen as, at this time of great uncertainty and sadness, there is hope in 
Jesus Christ. A Christian is not a prisoner of the present moment. Even in the midst of 
struggle, hardship, suffering, pain, tears, we can, by the power of the Holy Spirit, know joy 
and peace from the God of hope.  

worship  /  prayer  /  kids  /  bible teaching  /  seminars  /  youth 
Please keep an eye on our website for more information, and do follow us on social media, 
share and like our posts - the hashtag is #KesConv20 - and subscribe to our YouTube  
channel. 
 
If you watch/listen to it on line—what spoke to you? what did you enjoy? write in and tell us, 
then everyone won’t have to read my words  -  Editor 
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Story behind the Song  -  Who can sound the depths of sorrow 

Few composers have been able to write congregational worship songs which specifically refer to 
the realities of modern day life without falling into clumsy language or laboured sentiment. Graham 
Kendrick was asked to write this hymn by the pro-life charity CARE Trust. The commission 
presented him with a challenge:                                                                                                                                 
Graham writes:  'It wasn't an easy song to write. I felt I had to balance the need for call to 
repentance over abortion with an emphasis on compassion. In any congregation there may be 
people who have been party to an abortion. I tried to capture the 'go and sin no more' spirit that 
Christ adopted to the woman caught in adultery. I also attempted to capture an attitude of humble 
identification as opposed to self-righteous condemnation'. 

Who can sound the depths of sorrow 
In the Father heart of God 
For the children we've rejected 
For the lives so deeply scarred? 
And each light that we've extinguished 
Has brought darkness to our land 
Upon our nation, upon our nation 
Have mercy, Lord 

We have scorned the truth you gave us 
We have bowed to other lords 
We have sacrificed the children 
On the altars of our gods 
O let truth again shine on us 
Let your holy fear descend 
Upon our nation, upon our nation 
Have mercy, Lord 

Who can stand before your anger? 
Who can face your piercing eyes? 
For you love the weak and helpless 
And you hear the victims' cries 
Yes, you are a God of justice 
And your judgement surely comes 
Upon our nation, upon our nation 
Have mercy, Lord 

Who will stand against the violence? 
Who will comfort those who mourn? 
In an age of cruel rejection 
Who will build for love a home? 
Come and shake us into action 
Come and melt our hearts of stone 
Upon your people, upon your people 
Have mercy, Lord 

Who can sound the depths of mercy 
In the Father heart of God? 
For there is a Man of sorrows 
Who for sinners shed his blood 
He can heal the wounds of nations 
He can wash the guilty clean 
Because of Jesus, because of Jesus 
Have mercy, Lord 

Graham Kendrick.  Copyright © 1988 Make Way Music.  www.grahamkendrick.co.uk 

We sang this song after Philip’s sermon 

on Sunday 28 June, viewed by many on 

youtube.  It was so appropriate after the 

sermon, and is especially appropriate 

now, during the pandemic, and the state 

of our nation in general, and after reading 

what Julie has written on page 3. The 

words of this song have touched many 

people’s hearts, mine included, and I 

wanted to print it in the Gazette so that I 

can remember the words forever.   

I hope we sing it again  -  Cath 

Jesus said: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the 
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”  

John 14 v 27 
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But keep on 
washing your 

hands! 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this month’s Gazette.   
 
There may be an August edition of the Parish Gazette.  It depends on how 

many articles people send in and on how many requests for FREE adverts 

we get.  Anything you would like in the August gazette  

needs to be sent in to the editor BEFORE  the end of July,  

or for the September edition, BEFORE the end of August  
 

The editor would welcome comments on any article in this gazette 

If you wish to contact anyone in this gazette, please use the contact page on the website 

Those of you who watch THE CHOIR on a Tuesday evening on BBC2 will have seen Sam and 

Drew contributing their own part to the final song which Gareth Malone then puts together.  

Sam and Drew were excellent, doing their own performance for the staff at Whittle School, 

all socially distanced of course.  One other final song  was a solo sung by a care worker who 

had a beautiful voice and sang very movingly especially for the elderly gentleman she cares 

for.  A brilliant programme, and if you missed it, it’s worth watching on catch-up, Sam and 

Drew gave a very lively performance. 


